
December 

1: Board of Education Meeting 

@ MS/HS 7:30 p.m. 

4: 1/2 Day – Elementary  

      End of 1st Trimester  

(Fenner & Temple) 

4-5: NYSSSMA Conference All State  

@ Rochester CC/Eastman 

5: SAT Test  

@ Jamestown & Fredonia  

10: 9-12 Winter Concert 

@ MS/HS Aud. 7:00 p.m. 

11: 1st  Grade Program 

@ Temple 10 a.m. & 2 p.m. 

12: ACT Test 

15: Winter Concert  

Grade 5 & 6– 6:30 p.m. 

Grade 7 & 8– 7:30 p.m. 

       Board of Education Meeting 

@ 7:30 p.m. 

24-1: Winter Recess (No School) 

 

January 

5: Board of Education Meeting 

@ 7:30 p.m. 

11-22: i-Ready Diagnostics   

15: Superintendent’s Conference      

       Day   (No School) 

18: Martin Luther King Jr. Day  

(No School) 

19: Board of Education Meeting 

@ 7:30 p.m. 

23: SAT Test 

@ Jamestown & Fredonia 

26-29: NYS Regents Exams 

29: 1/2 Day - All Buildings 

30: CCMTA Solo Festival 

@ Fredonia 

FALCONER CENTRAL SCHOOL 

DISTRICT  
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Home of the Golden Falcons 

Seventeen Middle School 

students were part of the cast 

and  eleven  Middle and High 

School students were part of 

the stage crew.  With over 

300 people in attendance at 

the show, the weekend was a 

great success! 

Congratulations 
to the Cast and Crew of  

The Stinky Cheese Man and Other 

Fairly Stupid Tales! 
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Clipart obtained through FCS’  
subscription to clipart.com 

Ms. Plumb, Secondary Math Teacher 

 

Forty Falconer teachers, faculty and staff are participating in a new 
Professional Learning Community (PLC) that focuses on implementing growth 
mindset research and practices in the classroom.  Recent neuroscience and 
psychology research shows that how we respond when faced with challenges 
is a major predictor in our ability to succeed, as opposed to any innate ability 
or pre-existing intelligence level.  This represents a significant change to the 
idea of an IQ test being an indicator of success. Students with growth mindsets 
persist in problem solving and welcome feedback as an opportunity to 
improve.  Those with fixed mindsets tend to view challenges as reinforcing the 
idea that they are not intelligent 
or talented enough to be 
successful, and they often give up 
because they see effort as 
futile.  The empowering research 
shows that as we work through a 
difficult task, our brain changes 
and grows new neural 
connections, even when making 
mistakes.  Working through an 
academic challenge is like 
exercising our brain 
muscle.  Students with fixed 
mindsets are not always the low achievers; sometimes students who have 
routinely earned high marks face their first academic challenge and respond 
with a fixed mindset.  Similarly, students with lower grades that work really 
hard through their struggles might actually be the ones with growth mindset 
tendencies! The PLC has four goals:  1)  To keep up to date on the current and 
growing psychology and neuroscience research, 2) To change teaching 
practices to incorporate the results of the research, 3) To empower students in 
their own learning process by sharing the ideas of growth mindset, and 4) To 
educate families about how to provide growth mindset messages to their 
children.  The teachers will meet throughout the year in professional 
development sessions, have built an online classroom to share their work, and 
will be reading the book, Mindsets in the Classroom (Ricci, 2013) to inform their 
practice.  The books will be purchased through the Title II, Part A, Teacher and 
Principal Training and Recruiting Fund grant. Families interested in growth 
mindset are encouraged to visit www.mindsetkit.org, and take a short, free 
online course from Stanford University.   

FCS Forms Growth Mindset  
Professional Learning Community 

Mystery Photo - Can You Help? 
We are looking to fill in some 
blanks about this picture. If you 
are able to assist, please contact 
Holly Hannon at Temple 
Elementary (267-3255). 

Who: ?? 
What: Time capsule 
entombment 
When: ?? 
Where: Paul B.D. Temple 
Elementary 

http://www.businessinsider.com.au/what-success-looks-like-2012-4  

www.schools.clipart.com
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Chemistry Class Uses Plickers 
Students in Mrs. Black’s Regents Chemistry classes are now using a new type of formative assessment 
called Plickers!  When presented with a multiple choice question, each student holds up a unique 
card that indicates his/her answer to that question.  The cards are scanned using a mobile app on 
Mrs. Black’s cell phone, and the classroom results are instantly displayed on the Smart Board in the 
form of a bar graph that indicates how many students chose the correct answer (or how many chose 
the wrong answer).  It is completely anonymous so the students have no idea who answered the 
question right or wrong.  This type of instant feedback gives the teacher information that can be used 
to direct future instruction on this material and is a fun way to engage students in the lesson!  

Fenner students observe the opening number. 

Cast “selfie” on the way to Fenner. 

The cast ready for previews. 

Temple students watch closely.  

The Stinky Cheese Man Visits  
Pre-K Through 8th Grade Students 

The cast of the “Stinky Cheese Man and Other Fairly 
Stupid Tales” performed three previews of the Middle 
school play. The cast traveled to Temple and Fenner on 
November 5 and entertained the younger students.  One 
student’s name from each grade level was drawn to 
receive a free ticket to the show and one student’s name 
from each of the two buildings was chosen to receive a 
show t-shirt.  Both the cast and crew presented a 
preview to the Middle School on Friday, November 
6.  The goal of the previews was to increase interest in 
the play and to encourage future involvement in drama 
productions. 
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Honor Society Lends  

a Helping Hand 
Falconer 

Honor Society 

seniors 

stepped up to 

lend a 

helping hand 

to the PTO the 

last  two 

months.  Mrs. 

Hannon at 

Temple elementary contacted Honor 

Society and asked that volunteers help 

at the PTO meetings on October 19 

and November 19.  Their job would be 

to help the parents that were 

attending by keeping their kids 

occupied in the Fenner gymnasium so 

that the parents could focus their 

attention on the meeting 

discussions.  The students who 

willingly volunteered their time and 

energies to be responsible for these 

children were Walker Black, Justin 

Boedecker, Gabrielle Conti, Emma 

Steele, Kelly Keefe, and Sydney 

Moore. Both meetings were a 

success!  What a great opportunity to 

serve!  

Breaking Records 
The girls’ varsity soccer team finished 

their season with a 13-2-2 record.  

Senior Emma Steele had a record 

breaking year in her final season.  She 

led the team with 26 goals and 15 

assists.  She tied the school record for 

goals in a season with 26.  She also tied 

the school record for goals in a game 

with 5 in a playoff game against 

Lackawanna.  After being on the team for 5 years, she was 

also able to break the school record for all time goals with 

74, which was previously held by Syd Yachetta who had 

69.  Lastly, Steele broke the school record for all-time 

assists with 59, which broke her sister Jordan’s record of 

47.  Emma was chosen this year as the CCAA West 

Offensive Player of the year.  Congrats to Emma and the 

rest of the Lady Golden Falcons on a great season!!!  

JBC Leadership Launch Program 
The Leadership Launch program was developed to provide students who already show promise in 

leadership with lessons to help develop their talents. As part of the program, seniors, Baileigh 

Carter and Mikaela Johnson, participated with Assemblyman Andrew 

Goodell, JBC administration, and faculty in a series of leadership activities.  
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Temple Elementary 
celebrated their 3 B's 
assembly as a whole school 
on October 30 at 12:45 p.m. 
in the Gym. Pictured are 
P.M. UPK, Kindergarten, 1st 

grade, and 2nd grade 3 B's award winners for 
October; along with  Principal Hannon in her 
Halloween costume. Also at the assembly, Mrs. 
Hannon discussed the 3 B's Theme for November, 
A “Minion” Ways to be Thankful in November.  

Temple’s 3B’s Assembly Brings 
“Minions” of Reasons to be Thankful! 

Falconer Jr. Falcons JV Football Banquet 
Falconer Jr. Falcons JV Football held their Awards’ 
Banquet to honor all of the athletes for their hard work 
and dedication.  The coaches were very impressed with 
the improvements the team made throughout the year 
and how they pushed each other in every practice.   

Box Top Winners 
The Falconer PTO recently held a grade level Box Top Contest. The winners 
were the Pre-K at Temple and the Fifth Grade at Fenner. Each of these 
grades will be treated to a movie and popcorn party provided by the PTO. 
Also winners, were all the elementary students at Falconer who brought in 
their box tops to raise money for our school. The PTO raised $815 from the 
box tops.  Please continue to save the Box tops for Education and Campbell 
soup labels for our elementary PTO. It’s exciting that something so small 
can make such a big impact on funding for our school. 

Fenner 3 B’s Winners 

September’s Winner: Mrs. Penhollow's Class 

October’s Winner: Mr. Helt's Class 

We expect a lot from these players in the 
future. Congratulations to Bryant Morrison 
- Defensive MVP, Dalton Caldwell - 
Offensive MVP, and Channing Brainard - 
2015 Coaches’ Award.   

Special thanks to all of the coaches for 
volunteering their time! 

A.M. UPK 
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Circle Time  
The students in Mrs. 
Conlan's class love 
circle time warm-up. 
They get to hear their 
favorite song “changes 
too” that is used to 
transition between 
activities. 

Tammy Yager brought a team of volunteers from 
Falconer, Kennedy, and Ellington Fire 
Departments to host Fire Prevention assemblies 
at Temple Elementary. Pictured are Temple 
students participating in a mock scenario.  

Fire Prevention Assembly at Temple  

Falconer PTO 
volunteers filled 
popcorn orders 
for the students 
at Temple. A big 
shout-out to our 
awesome moms 
who spent their 
Friday morning 
at Temple!  

PTO Volunteers Make Popcorn  

UPK Parent Volunteer Shannon Carpenter joined 
Mrs. Long's A.M. UPK class for “Family Fun 
Friday”. Mrs. Carpenter is helping UPK students 
with a painting project. 

Friday Fun At Temple 

Mrs. Brandi's 2nd Grade Class earned 164 
compliment cards for the month of October.  

After a Halloween parade on October 30, parents 
at Temple Elementary were treated to an 
Academic Intervention Services (A.I.S.) Open 
House. Temple Elementary teachers, Michelle 
Buccola, Holly Brainard, and Jane Long explained 
AIS, answered questions, and provided 
suggestions for helping young children improve 
in reading and 
math. Refreshments 
for the event were 
graciously donated 
by Kennedy 
Shurfine and 
Falconer’s Tops 
Friendly Market.  

October Cheer Bear Winners  

Parent A.I.S. Meeting 
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Halloween Dress Up Day! 
Falconer Future Business Leaders of America held a Halloween Dress-up Day for the Middle School 
students on Friday, October 30. Students were asked to donate $1 for the opportunity to wear their 
favorite costume to school for the day. This was a great opportunity for the Middle School to show off 
their Halloween spirit while supporting FBLA members in their travels to a variety of competitive 
events. 

Halloween Middle School Dance 

Middle School 
Students enjoyed 
a fun night Friday, 
October 30 during 
a Halloween 
themed dance put 
on by the Middle 
School Student 
Council and 
chaperoned by 
FCS Staff. 
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Alma Mater 

Falconer High School here’s to 
you best in the land. ‘Neath the 

old gold and blue, we will 
proudly take our stand in 

classroom study, field, or track 
with you dear as our guide, no 
honor ever shall you lack. I’ll 

win your pride.  

Mission Statement 

The Board of Education, 
collective staff, and 

community of the Falconer 
School District are committed 
to preparing our children to 
be productive members of 

society. Through continuous 
evaluation and improvement, 

this partnership will a 
provide a quality educational 
environment for students to 

meet the graduation 
requirements.  

Reminder 

The Fosberg Technology 
Center is open late on 

Tuesdays for additional work 
time until 4:10 p.m.  The late 
bus is available if needed. 

FEA Donates To Local Food Pantries 

The staff of the Falconer Education Association brought in and 
collected 190 jars, bottles, boxes, and cans of food for Falconer and 
Ellington pantries from October 26-30. In exchange for bringing in 
the food items, students and staff alike were invited to wear a 
moustache to school. The FEA would like to thank all the students 
who participated and helped out our communities and would like to 
remind everyone to donate to your local food pantry. 

Justin Gould, Miss Fisher; 
Educational Technology Specialist, 

and Mikaela Johnson 

Newsletter Produced by 

Falconer After-Prom has some new and exciting things going on this 
year. As always, we need your help! 

 
Our Facebook page “Falconer Central High School 
After-Prom” is now online so please give us a thumbs 
up subscribing to our news feed.  
 

 
 
This year’s theme is Mardis-Gras! 
 
 
 
Mark Your Calendars and Save the Dates! 
There will be a parent meeting on January 6 at 6:30 p.m. in the 8th 
Grade Project Room. This time will be used to plan, so parents 
please make an effort to attend. 

 
Decorating will be done on May 11 and May 12 at 
6 p.m. in the gym and May 13 starting at 8 a.m. in 
the gym. 
 
Prom is on May 14. The After-Prom party starts at 
midnight on May 14 and goes to 5 a.m. May 15. 
 

 

Don't Forget to Recycle and Donate! 
Take your cans and bottles to Don't Trash It in 
Falconer and mention Falconer After-Prom.  

Ready, Set, Plan…Time for After-Prom 
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