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National Foreign Language, 
i-Ready Benchmark Week 
Board of Education Meeting 

MS/HS @ 7:30 p.m. 
Spanish Market Day 
Scholastic Fair @ Fenner 
MS/HS Progress Reports 
Sup’t Conf. Day (No School) 
Sr. High Musical  
HS Aud. @ 7:30 p.m. 
Annual Pi Day Gr. 6-8 
Sr. High Musical  
HS Aud. @ 7:30 p.m. 
SAT Test 
Sr. High Musical  
HS Aud. @ 2:30 p.m. 
Board of Education Meeting 

MS/HS @ 7:30 p.m. 
Grade 8 Music Program 

MS/HS @ 7 p.m. 
End of 2nd Trimester at 
Temple Elementary 
Grade 2 Music Program 

Temple @ 2 p.m. 
MS/HS Progress Reports 
Grade 2 Music Program 

Temple @ 10 a.m. 
Start of Spring Recess 

Upcoming Events Falconer Honor Society Induction 
Falconer Honor Society recently held their annual Honor Society 
Induction Ceremony. It was a festive event, with the current 20 senior 
members welcoming in 27 promising new candidates. The ceremony 
was held at Falconer High School with parents, families, faculty, and the 
student body in attendance. 
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17-20: 

Board of Education Meeting 
MS/HS @ 7:30 p.m. 

CCMTA All County Winter 
Festival (Chaut. Lake) 
Presidents’ Day (No School) 
Board of Education Meeting 

MS/HS @ 7:30 p.m. 
Mid-Winter Recess  
(No School) 

In order to be considered, candidates had to complete a lengthy 
application and create an essay that showcased themselves as 
candidates worthy of induction. After the committee reviewed their 
applications, averages, and essays, 27 young men and women were 
deemed worthy of this distinction. Senior members tapped the new 
candidates and welcomed them into the Honor Society family.  These 
commendable applicants are students who arrive with high credentials 
and will need to uphold even higher expectations regarding 
Scholarship, Service, Leadership, and Character. We congratulate the 
newest members for earning this esteemed honor! 
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Administrative Update: 
 

On the last day of school before break, the staff at Fenner Elementary acted out 

the “12 Days of Christmas” for students.  Students also participated in a school-

wide sing-along.  The staff had a lot of fun running around and being a little silly 

for the kids, and everyone enjoyed singing songs of the holiday season.  Instead 

of having a “partridge in a pear tree,” we had a “falcon in a pear tree.” 
 

Thank you to Bair’s Pizza who donated a large sheet pizza to every classroom for 

their holiday party.  Bair’s has been such a great supporter of Fenner.  
 

The faculty and staff of the Falconer School District had two “Dress-Down Days” 

in December. Participants brought in non-perishable 

foods to be donated to the employees of Monofrax in 

Falconer. The local factory, which employs many of our 

students’ families, has been on strike since September.  

Staff members donated a truck full of food.  Lorraine 

Adams at Temple, Ann Bloomquist at Fenner, and Pat 

Walker at the Middle/High School coordinated the food 

drive in their buildings. 
 

Our third graders are currently learning about rocks and 

minerals in Science.  Mr. Richard Pecnik, from Gernatt’s 

Sand and Gravel, came to Fenner in December to do a 

fantastic presentation on the many different types of 

rocks and minerals found at his worksite and in our own 

Falconer community.  Students were able to see, touch 

and smell a variety of samples.  Each student was even 

able to taste minerals, simply by chewing a stick of Juicy 

Fruit Gum provided by Mr. Pecnik.  His real-life 

connections allowed the students to see how rocks and 

minerals are a part of our everyday lives.  The third 

grade plans to travel to Gernatt’s Sand and Gravel in 

South Dayton this June for an on-site field trip.  Science 

rocks! 
 

Mrs. Sigular, 4th grade teacher and president of the 

PTO, announced the winner of the PTO winter raffle.  The 

raffle was for a 32 inch television. The lucky winner of 

the TV was Cheryl Schuler, a cleaner here at Fenner.  
 

Fourth Grade Minute to Win It:  4th Grade classes will be 

competing against each other to see who can win our 

Minute to Win It Multiplication competition. Every Friday the students will be 

given a 30 fact quiz which they will have one minute to complete. Teachers will 

average the scores, and the classes will move along track accordingly. The class 

that wins will get a special treat! After that, the students will compete on an 

individual basis for division fact practice. 
 

The fifth grade teachers, in conjunction with Mr. Kennedy (Fenner’s P.E. teacher) 

and the Independent Health Play 60 Challenge, had a unique opportunity to link 

the novel Esperanza Rising with the Fitness for Kids Challenge.  Teachers were 

able to use Tops gift certificates provided by the challenge to purchase healthy 

food alternatives for students to sample.  These healthy alternatives were fruits 

and vegetables discussed in the novel that most students had never tried 

previously.  This cross-curricular pairing allowed students to broaden their 

culinary horizons, while learning about a new culture.  
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December Stock Market Challenge 
On December 11, twenty seniors and juniors competed in the sixth annual Junior Achievement Stock 
Market Challenge held in Buffalo.  Competing against 92 high school teams representing 23 school 
districts, the students participated in an interactive simulation that took them through the highs and 
lows of the stock market.  Beginning with $500,000, the students were divided into 5 teams in which 
they bought and sold stocks from “traders” inside the Buffalo Niagara Convention Center.   The prizes 
for the top three teams ranged from $500 scholarships for First Place to tablets for Second Place.  For 
the first time in three trips, one team 
reached and held first place for part 
of the event.   
 
From this event, students were able 
to understand how stocks are traded 
and understand how actions in one 
place in the world impact the value of 
stock in another place.  This learning 
opportunity was made possible by 
the generosity of several sponsors 
including M&T Bank and the work of 
members of Junior Achievement. 

 

Mrs. Pitts’ Creates Models of Skulls 

 American Colonies: New England, Middle and Southern Colonies   
 

Mr. Erickson and Mr. Muscarella collaborated on this project. Where the students researched the 
Northern, Middle, and Southern Colonies. In addition, the students created a three dimensional 

template of each colony. The students were very successful in creating life-
like colonies, and were very excited that 
the assessment was hands-on. 

Mrs. Pitts' Anatomy & Physiology class just finished up a unit on the 
skeletal system.  The class is an introduction to college A & P and has 
a very rigorous curriculum.  In addition to an in depth investigation 
of the skeletal system, the students learned the names of all of the 
bones. As a fun and hands on approach to help learn those of the 
skull, the students constructed their very own skulls! 
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Varsity Boys and Girls Bowling Team off to a Good Start 
 

The boys and girls bowling teams have had a solid start to the 2014-15 season.  A highlight of the 
season was when both teams swept Southwestern and Chautauqua Lake putting each teams in a 
position to qualify for sectionals. The Seniors that make up the teams are Jacob Scott, Trystin Lee, 
Ashlee Riley and Lizzy Hanson.  

  

Fenner Holds a Food Drive 
 

The Students at Harvey C. Fenner collected food for the 
local food pantry during December. It started out with 
the whole school, and then the Third Grade made it into 
a competition. They collected 588 items! In all they had 
two tables full of food. It was greatly appreciated by the 
food pantry, as their shelves were getting low. The local 
community has been a great help to them. 

Mr. Helt’s Pizza Box Project 

Fenner’s fifth grade showed off their creativity via a Latin/
South America pizza box project.  Students were asked to 
display facts and information about their chosen country 

inside a pizza box.  They then were 
asked to create a unique cultural 
display that showed off the 
country’s way of life, important 
historical event, and/or major 
sport.  The students rose to the 
challenge and created very 
creative and informative projects. 

Coming Soon: Fenner's Scholastic Fair 

Does your 3rd, 4th, or 5th grader have a special talent, hobby or interest?  If so, how about sharing it 
with us at the Scholastic Fair on Thursday, March 5th, in the Fenner gym. An informational packet, 
registration form, and pictures from last year's Scholastic Fair can be found on the Falconer Elemen-
tary website.  

http://www.i2clipart.com/cliparts/a/1/5/d/clipart-bowling-pin-512x512-a15d.png http://www.bowlingball.com/images/product/large/5970_1_.jpg http://www.bowlingball.com/images/product/large/10108_1_.jpg 
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Holiday Door Decorating Contest  
Student Council held its annual holiday door decorating contest with the theme "Santa in an App!"  

 

In February, Middle School Student Council will be participating in its annual Pennies for Patients 
campaign to support the Lymphoma and Leukemia Society of Western New York. If you have 
containers of old pennies around the house, and you want to make a donation, you can drop them off 
at the school or contact Mary Plumb, Student Council Advisor, to make arrangements for pick up.  

The overall grand prize winner, Mrs. Reynolds' 8th grade homeroom for creating a "Flappy Bird 
Santa" door. Second place 7th grade winner, Mr. Schrader's "Santa Temple Run." Congratulations to 
third place 6th grade winner, Mr. Nelson's "Candy Crush Santa." 

i-Ready Diagnostic & Instruction 
i-Ready Diagnostic & Instruction is online and interactive, designed 
to assess students and then provide individualized instruction based 
on each student’s unique needs. The i-Ready experience gives them 
real-time feedback on their progress in each skill. 
 
i-Ready Diagnostic & Instruction also provides opportunities to learn 
both at school and at home. Encourage your child to use the tools 
provided during lessons (reference to objectives, key terms, etc.) 
and to use scrap paper for math computation. For 6th and 7th 
graders, your child gets two reading days and two math days in a 
four day rotation. For 8th graders, iReady is included in core ELA 
and math classes. Discuss your child’s results by looking together at 
the “My Progress” box. Contact your child’s teacher about how often 
your child should practice at home, or with any additional questions 
about i-Ready Diagnostic & Instruction. 
 
As we approach mid-year, Falconer Middle School has completed 
the winter i-Ready benchmark and the results have shown significant 
progress in both reading and math across all three grade levels.  The 
charts show an increase in number of students performing at or 
above grade level. 

Pennies For Patients 

1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 

www.falconerschools.org


www.falconerschools.org February 2015 FCS 

THE  6 FALCON Fenner 

Hockey Players Read At Fenner 
On Tuesday, January 6, Elijah Williams, Cody Maulsby, Brandon DesRosiars and 
Toby Gabrielsen from the Southern Tier Xpress hockey team came to Fenner and 
read Rotten Richie and the Ultimate Dare, by Patricia Polacco, to the 5th graders. 
After reading the story, the hockey players answered questions and signed 
autographs.   In addition, the players gave each student a complimentary ticket to 
the January 7 hockey game against the Pittsburgh Vengeance. 

Fourth Grade Poetry Tea 
This year the fourth graders spent the first 
quarter learning about poetry. They 
learned how to read poems with 
inflection, why poets use figurative 
language and so much more. As a 
culminating activity, all students 
participated in a Winter Poetry Tea 
before the December break. Families 
were invited to attend the event and enjoy 
some original poems written by the 
students and some poems that the 
students were inspired by. 

Fourth Grade Holiday  
Decorating Contest 

The fourth graders participated in the annual 
decorating contest in December. The top 6 winners 
were Emily Payne, Nicholas Oakes, Cameron 
Pawlak, Garrett Carlson, Kaydan-Ann Bush, and 
Jacob Sears. The Principal’s Choice was awarded 
to Kennedy Fuller. All winners were given a bag of 
school supply goodies. 

Fourth Grade Gives Back 
In lieu of exchanging gifts for Christmas this 
year, the fourth grade students gave a little 
something back to the community. Students 
made Christmas ornaments for the residents of 
the Methodist Gardens Retirement Home. They 
enjoyed the project, and the residents 
appreciated the thoughtfulness. 

www.falconerschools.org


Pancake Breakfast  

Miss Digirolamo's kindergarten class joined 

Mrs. Conlan's class for a pancake breakfast! 
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The students (pictured left) at Temple 

Elementary donated items to the Humane 

Society. Pictured are Hannah Braun (Humane 

Society Worker), and Kristy Winchester (2nd 

grade teacher who coordinated the event at 

Temple) along with Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd 

grade students from Paul B. D. Temple 

Elementary School.  

Little Helping Hands 

Mr. Bianco's kindergarten class won the Cheer 

Bear for December. 

Cheer Bear Winners! 

3 Be’s Award Student Winners! 

www.falconerschools.org
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Mission Statement 

The Board of Education, 

collective staff, and 

community of the Falconer 

School District are 

committed to preparing 

our children to be 

productive members of 

society. Through 

continuous evaluation and 

improvement, this 

partnership will a provide 

a quality educational 

environment for students 

to meet the graduation 

requirements.  

Alma Mater 

Falconer High School here’s 

to you best in the land. 

‘Neath the old gold and 

blue, we will proudly take 

our stand in classroom 

study, field, or track with 

you dear as our guide, no 

honor ever shall you lack. 

We’ll win your pride.  

Desktop Publishing Students 

Instructed by Miss. Fisher, 

Educational Technology Specialist 

Reminder 

The Fosberg Technology 

Center is open late on 

Tuesdays for additional work 

time until 4:10 p.m.  The late 

bus is available if needed. 

Newsletter Produced by… 
  

Justin Gould and  

Liz Hanson 

Upcoming High School Musical 
 

Based on the novel, The Year The Yankees Lost The Pennant by 

Douglass Wallop, “Damn Yankees,” the Broadway mega-hit and 

winner of 7 TONY Awards, including Best Musical, hits it out of the 

park! The winning score by Adler and Ross and a devilish book by 

George Abbot have 

made this sporty 

musical comedy a true 

American classic. 

 

Middle-aged baseball 

fanatic Joe Boyd 

trades his soul to the 

Devil, also known as 

Mr. Applegate, for a 

chance to lead his 

favorite team to 

victory in the pennant 

race against the New 

York Yankees. As 

young baseball 

sensation Joe Hardy, 

he transforms the 

hapless Washington 

Senators into a 

winning team, only to 

realize the true worth 

of the life he's left 

behind.  

 

See more at: http://www.mtishows.com/show_detail.asp?

showid=000031#sthash.ihfJ2RVx.dpuf 

 

Falcon Productions is hard at work preparing for the High School 

Musical, “Damn Yankees.” With over 30 students in the cast and 

even more in the crew and pit band, many students have been 

putting in many hours to perfect this show.  The show will be 

presented Friday, March 13,and Saturday, March 14 at 7:30 p.m., as 

well as Sunday, March 15, at 2:30 p.m.  Tickets will be available 

beginning in March for presale at the High School Security Office 

and will also be available at the door the nights of the show.  Ticket 

prices for adults are $8 and $6 for students and senior citizens.  Mark 

your calendars! 
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