
The High 
School Musical, 

Disney’s The 
Little Mermaid, 

will be 
presented on 
March 10 and 
11 at 7:30 p.m. 
and March 12 
at 2:30 p.m. 

instead of the 
dates 

previously 
printed in the 

school 
calendar. 

Please mark 
your calendars 

and plan to 
attend what 
should be a 

very exciting 
and fun show. 

 

Tickets will be 
available 

beginning 
March 1 at the 
High School 

Security Office 
and will also be 
sold at the door 
the days of the 

shows.  All 
tickets are $8.   

 

Please support 
drama here at 

FCS! 

FALCONER CENTRAL SCHOOL 

DISTRICT  
NEWSLETTER 

March 2017 
 

Home of the Golden Falcons 

March 

2 
Read Across America @ 

Temple 6-7 p.m. 

3 Scholastic Fair @ Fenner 

7 
Board of Education 

Meeting @ 7:30 p.m. 

10 Market Day @ MS/HS 

10-11 
H.S. Musical in Auditorium 

@ 7:30 p.m. 

12 
H.S. Musical in Auditorium 

@ 2:30 p.m. 

14 Pi Day Celebrations 

17 

Superintendent’s 
Conference Day  
(No School) 

End of 2nd Trimester 
(Temple & Fenner) 

21 
Board of Education 

Meeting @ 7:30 p.m. 

27-31 
NYS Grades 3-8 ELA 

Exams 

31 3rd Quarter Ends (MS/HS) 

April 

4 
Spring Sport Photos 
Board of Education 

Meeting @ 7:30 p.m. 

5 
Project Know Parent 

Meeting @ Fenner 

10-17 Spring Recess (No School) 

18 
Board of Education 

Meeting @ 7:30 p.m. 

18-21 
Project Know 

Presentations 

19 
Project Know Parent/

Child Meeting @ 
Fenner 

Falcon Productions Presents… 
 

Disney’s 

The Little Mermaid 

“DISNEY’S THE LITTLE MERMAID” is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre 
International (MTI). All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI, 421 West 54th Street, 

New York, NY 10019 Tel.: (212) 541-4684 Fax.: (212) 397-4684 www.MTIShows.com 

Based on the Hans Christian Anderson 
story and the Disney film  

produced by Howard Ashman  
& John Musker 

And written & directed by John 
Musker & Ron Clements 

Originally  
Produced by 

Disney Theatrical 
Productions 

Music by  
Alan 

Menken 
Lyrics by  
Howard 

Ashman & 
Glenn 
Slater 

Book by  
Doug 

Wright 
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Falconer Central School 

2 East Avenue North 
Falconer, NY 14733 

(716)665-6624 
 

Board of Education 
President 
 Todd Beckerink 
Vice President  
 Cathleen Kimball 
Members 
 Gordon Buck 
 Robert Carpenter 
 Tom Frederes 
 Jennifer Ribaudo 
 Jamie Zaranek 
 
Administration & Supervision 
Superintendent 
 Stephen Penhollow 
High School Principal 
 Jeffrey Jordan 
Middle School Principal 
 Terry English 
Fenner Elementary Principal 
 Gary Gilbert 
Temple Elementary Principal 
 Holly Hannon 
Director of Special Education 
 Julie Possai 
Director of Instruction & Staff 

Development 
 Judith Roach 
School Psychologist 
 Ashly Warner 
Business Executive & 

Purchasing Agent 
 Brent Agett 
General Maintenance Mechanic 
 David Micek 
Transportation Supervisor 
 Scott Peterson 
Coordinator of District Data 
 Judith Roach 

Clipart obtained through FCS’  
subscription to clipart.com 

Falconer Central School 

Hello! I’m Holly Hannon, Principal at 
Paul B. D. Temple Elementary. This 
month, I would like to highlight 
technology at Temple. 
 
Paul B. D. Temple Elementary 
curriculum and instruction are 
embedded in the New York State P-12 
Common Core Learning Standards. To 
be ready for life in a technological 
society, our students are given a range 
of print and non-print texts in multi-
media forms. As stated in the Common 
Core State Standards in English Language Arts and Literacy, “the need to 
conduct research and to produce and consume media is embedded into 
every aspect of today’s curriculum.” 
 
During the 2015-2016 school year, Paul B. D. Temple Elementary 
received a grant from Cargill to assist in the purchase of technology. 
With the assistance from the technology department, we purchased 90 
laptops and 3 mobile carts. One mobile cart is housed in the Library 
Media Center, one in the 1st grade pod, and the other one in the 2nd grade 
pod.  
 
Education Technology Specialist, Jen Mikula, has been providing 
technology trainings for our staff during common planning time and 
instruction to our 1st and 2nd grade classes during the school day. Mrs. 
Mikula is instructing our 1st grade students on basic computer usage, 
browsing, and keyboarding skills. She utilizes the Type to Learn program 
to teach our 1st grade students basic keyboarding skills. She has also 
supported our 1st grade classes with Raz Kids and our 2nd grade classes 
with Zearn, an individualized computer-based program aligned with the 
Math Modules.  She hopes to work with Kindergarten students soon. 
 
Paul B. D. Temple Elementary is on a trimester schedule. Students in 
Kindergarten, 1st grade, and 2nd grade, receive one semester of 
technology with Mrs. Turecek, our Library Media Specialist. During the 
1st trimester, Kindergarten classes were taught computer mouse skills, 
clicking and dragging, and utilizing online applications like Starfall and 
PebbleGo. During the 2nd trimester, 2nd grade classes have been working 
on basic keyboarding skills using the online application, Dance Mat 
Typing.  
 
The Paul B. D. Temple Elementary Technology Dream Team meets 
monthly to align building level goals with district initiatives. Our purpose 
is to use technology and digital media strategically and capably. If you 
are interested in more information about technology at Temple, please 
contact me at 267-3255 or hhannon@falcon.wnyric.org.  
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Falconer Central School 

Chemistry Guest Speaker 
Recently, Matthew Frias, US Navy Recruiter, was a featured speaker in 

Mrs. Black's Chemistry classes.  Petty Officer Frias taught the students 

about the use of nuclear energy in the military.  He explained the basics 

of nuclear reactions to 

the students and 

offered a great insight 

into the advantages of 

using nuclear energy 

over other forms of 

energy.  Petty Officer 

Frias also gave a short 

presentation on scholarship and career opportunities 

offered by the US Navy.  

Students Create Over-sized Periodic Table 
Students in Mrs. Black's chemistry class created an over-sized 

Periodic Table of Elements in  the hallway outside of her 

classroom.  The Periodic Table of  Elements is an essential 

component to every chemistry class and contains all of the 

elements, both natural and man-made, that are the building 

blocks of all forms of matter.   Each student chose two 

elements and created 

an element square 

that included 

important and unique 

information about their elements.  Students were directed to 

be as creative as possible in their design in order to make the 

wall visually appealing to everyone.  As extra credit, some 

students also designed a brand new element, using their first 

and last name as the name of the element.  Students did an 

excellent job coming up with fun ideas for their elements! 

Spanish Students Travel to the Albright Knox Art Museum 
In Mrs. Moore’s Spanish class, students had been reading a mystery which involved ‘fake’ Picasso 

paintings, so to see actual Picasso paintings was special.  Their guide at the museum 

had the students use Spanish to describe the paintings they 

looked at, and they also learned about the personal history 

behind the works of art. To complete their trip, students ate 

lunch at “El Canelo,” a Mexican restaurant, and all agreed it was 

delicioso! 



“Bone Appetit” 
Bone Appetit started as a way for Falconer Central School’s students with 
special needs to be able to improve their daily living, community living, 
and vocational skills.  They needed a school-based enterprise that would 
allow us teachers differentiate for the different needs and abilities of the 
students, as well as provide them with donations for classroom snacks, 
supplies, parties, and activities.  This program provides the students with 
opportunities to use their daily living and vocational skills to purchase the 
necessary items at local stores, use a kitchen to make the biscuits, interact 
with business owners in the area, and improve their money handling skills. 
 

The proceeds from the donations are used to provide the students with 
classroom supplies and snacks as well as possible field trips and outings in 
the community. 
 

The idea of making dog biscuits came about from our students’ love of 
animals.  The administration, faculty, and staff at FCS, as well as 
the parents and friends of our students have been wonderful in 
their support of this business venture.   
 

Happy Hounds Hotel and Day Spa has 
also graciously agreed to partner with 
the class to provide delicious treats for 
their four-legged furry friends! The 
students in the classroom are very 
grateful for the tremendous support they 
have 
received 
with this new 
undertaking 
and would 
like to thank 
everyone.   
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Falconer Central School 
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Falconer Central School 

Middle School  
“Bring the Change” Event 

"The Middle School students participated in 
a new event this year to benefit the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society of 
WNY.  Middle School Student Council 
organized the "Bring the Change" event 
during the week of February 6-10.  Each 
day, students brought in specific coins to 
correspond to an exciting dress up 
theme.  Monday was "Super Penny Day" 
where students dressed up in their favorite 
super hero gear.  Tuesday was "Neon Nickel 
Day" in which students wore their brightest 
neon colors. Wednesday was "Dazzling 
Dimes Day" where students dressed up like 
their favorite sports team. Thursday was 
"Crazy Quarters Day" meaning students 
dressed up in crazy, mismatched outfits, and 
Friday was "Pride Dollar Day" where 
students showed off their Falcon pride by 
dressing up in their best blue and gold.  The 
Student Council set a goal of $500 to be 
donated throughout the week.  There were 
3,805 pennies, 1,454 nickels, 1,218 dimes, 
507 quarters and $145 donated, which 
brought the total donation to $504.30.  The 
Middle School Student Council would like to 
say a HUGE thank you to everyone who 
participated in the dress up days and to 
every student and staff member that helped 
donate so they reached their $500 goal!"   

Selborne, Session 2 
 

The annual Sixth Grade Selborne project 
this year is being presented in three 
sessions.  During the week of February 13, 
the focus for session 2 was houses.  Students 
learned to identify house styles, roof types, 
and other characteristics of houses.  There 
was a visit to the Falconer Library where 

ongoing historical displays were seen, thanks to Sue 
Seamans and Brenda Cavallaro.  The Henry Mosher Post #638 
gave detailed information on Captain Henry Mosher, and the 
students got to see World War I uniforms, artillery, weapons, 
and other artifacts leading to a rich understanding of the legacy 
of Henry Mosher.   

Reality Check Goes to Albany 
On February 6 and 7, two members of Falconer’s 
Reality Check attended the annual Legislative Day in 
Albany, New York. The purpose of Legislative Day is to 
inform our state elected officials of the 
accomplishments of New York State’s Tobacco Control 
Program. Bruce W. and Jacob T. were chosen as 
Falconer’s representatives to speak to Senator Cathy 
Young and Assemblyman Andy Goodell. The two boys 
said they had a great time participating in this event, 
found the tour Assemblyman Goodell gave them of the 
capital and of the Assembly super interesting, and 
enjoyed meeting other youth from across New York 
State who were also involved in this event. Falconer’s 
Reality Check is currently working on visuals to post in 
a display case front for Chautauqua Mall to raise 
awareness about the dangers of tobacco and to help 
promote a healthier Chautauqua County.  The display 

case will be ready for 
viewing in mid March. 
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Key Club Goes Global with Service 
In true commitment to “being the good in the world,” a 
group of Falconer High School Key Club students are 
traveling to the Dominican Republic in July 2017 for a service 
project.  Key Club, sponsored locally by Falconer Kiwanis, is 
an international student-led organization that seeks to build 
character and develop leadership skills through service to 
the local and global communities, and it is affiliated with 
Kiwanis International.  In addition to succeeding 
academically and participating in multiple extra-curricular 
activities, members of Falconer Key Club also provide 
countless hours of service to our local community.  All of 
these opportunities teach the value of service before self, 
instill respect for those from different backgrounds, and 
improve the lives of people in our community. 

 

The Dominican Republic trip allows for 20 hours of intense community service as well as exposure to 
the environmental, socioeconomic, and educational challenges that are part of living in an 
impoverished nation.   The students will work in an environment very different than the United States 
and help people who desperately need it.  The rural part of the Dominican is home to some of the 
lowest standards of living in the country. Houses often lack the things we take for granted here in the 
United States, including running water, electricity, and sewage systems.  Falconer students will work 
with students from around the world to build aqueducts and bring running water to the 
villages.  Previous student volunteers have already constructed seven aqueducts and worked on a 
system to filter waste water, which helps protect the longest river in the Caribbean. The priceless value 
of this endeavor will not be taken for granted either; immersing these students into the culture and 
seeing the natural beauty of the country will surely be an experience never forgotten. The students are 
in for hard work, along with an educational and fulfilling way to practice leadership, develop character, 
and serve.   
 

With that being said, the students need the help of the local community to help them achieve the most 
success out of their trip!  The cost per person is just over $2,200.  Students are working hard raising 
money through jobs and a variety of fundraisers, but they still have significant financial ground to 
cover.   Donations can be made by check, payable to Falconer Key Club, and sent to Falconer Central 
School, 2 East Avenue North, Falconer, NY 14733.  You may also contact the volunteer Key Club 
Advisor, Ms. Mary Plumb, at mplumb@falcon.wnyric.org.  The support of our local community is 
always sincerely appreciated, and the group is very grateful for the donations already received.    

 
Key Club Activity News 

Key Club has been busy this winter with 
service projects and fundraising.  This 
amazing group of high school students 
has dedicated their time to shoveling 
sidewalks for the Falconer Baptist 
Church, providing childcare at PTO 
meetings, volunteering at St Susan's 

Soup kitchen over break and a variety of other activities. January's 
Parents' Night Out was a huge hit, with cookie decorating, games, and a 
movie.  March 3 we will be hosting a dance at Fenner for Falconer students in grades 3 - 5 from  
6:30-8:30.  Cost is $5, and snacks will be available for purchase.  Kids should bring dancing shoes for a 
fun night in the Fenner gym!  Parents will need to drop off and pick up by 8:30 p.m.   

 
 

Falconer Central School 



Be Mine 
Honor Society was in the festive spirit in February. They made over 160 valentine 
cards for the residents at LSS!  Many of the residents may not have anyone to give 
them a valentine anymore, so the students – armed with colored paper, markers, 
crayons, scissors, and glue – went to work and created the valentines by hand. 
Finally, a few volunteers took the cards to LSS and delivered them to each of the 
residents.  It is always a special day when you can brighten someone else’s world! 
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Falconer Central School 

Indoor Track and Field 
This year Falconer Central School mixed with 
Cassadaga Central School to form an Indoor Track 
and Field team for the first time in school history. The 
team had an outstanding first year placing 3rd at 
Section VI Team Championships earlier this month. 
Out of the 24 athletes who participated at the 
beginning of the season, 12 athletes qualified for 
sectionals in 12 events. These 12 athletes also  
competed at the State qualifier meet on February 25 
at Houghton College for a chance to go to the state 
meet at Ocean Breeze Sports Complex in Staten 
Island. Going into that meet Rachael W. was ranked 
1st in the section in the girls’ pole vault and Andrew 
Y. ranked 5th in the boys’ 1000 meter run. Both 
athletes had a strong chance to make the State meet. 
The team would like to thank both Falconer’s and 
Cassadaga’s Board of Education and Administration 
for this amazing opportunity.  

16th Annual Track 
& Field Invitational 
The 16th Annual 
Falconer Track & Field 
Invitational is scheduled 
for Friday night May 5 
under the lights of Bill 
Race Field.   
Approximately 700 
High School athletes 
from 40 track teams are 
expected to compete. 
Come out and the see 
the next best thing to 
the Olympic Games!" 

Representing FCS 
at States 

Rachael W. is the 
sectional Champion in 
the girls’ Pole Vault and 
will be representing the 
section at the state meet 
in Staten Island at the 
Ocean Breeze Sports 
Complex. She won 

sectionals 
with a 
vault of 11 
feet, 3 
inches.   
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Falconer Central School 

Reading Along the Iditarod Trail 
In January, Fenner students participated in a reading program called PARP 
(Pick a Reading Partner). Students were challenged to read for at least 20 
minutes every night for 17 days.  Research shows that students who read 20 
minutes every day will read 3,600 minutes in a school year and will encounter 
1,800,000 words. These students will build a better vocabulary and be more 
successful. (Nagy & Herman, 1987).  Fenner students accepted the challenge 
and read for a total of 90,281 minutes.  This calculated to be about 1,505 
hours or 60 days of reading! 

 
In addition to reading, various PARP 
related activities were held 
throughout the seventeen-day 
program.  These activities were, Poem 
in Your Pocket Day, book exchanges, 
themed dress up days, Drop 
Everything And Read (DEAR) time, 
and DEAR tag.  Students were also 
encouraged to visit their local library during 
PARP. 

 
Community members played a special role in the PARP 
festivities.  Andrea DiMaio, from Dog Speak, came to visit 
on January 9. She brought her two Huskies and a dog sled. 
The students learned information 

about the Iditarod and sled dogs.  
Also, players from the Southern 
Tier Xpress Hockey Team in 
Jamestown read a book about a 
sled dog team to the students.   

 
The culminating activity was an 
Iditarod themed assembly. 
Students received paw medals 
based on how much they read. 

The 
participants 
also played 
games and relays prepared by Kourtney Ames, the 
Physical Education Teacher at Fenner. 
 

Fenner’s Reading Specialists Sue Arrance, Johneen 
Hoose, and Cindy Nutt planned this event. It is their 
hope that students will continue to read every night.  
They would like to thank the Falconer Elementary PTO 
for sponsoring this event as well as McDonald’s for their 
generous donations. Additional photos can be viewed 
on the Falconer Elementary School website.  
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Falconer Central School 

4th Grade Poetry Readings 
Each 4th grade classroom held a Winter Poetry 
Reading in February. All family members were 
welcome, and we had a great turnout! The 
students read poems from their favorite authors 
and recited their own original poems for their 
families to enjoy. Cookies, hot cocoa, and tea 
were served afterward.  

(Mrs. Payne’s class is pictured) 

Mystery Reader in Mrs. Payne’s Class 
Thanks to Google Hangouts, Mrs. Payne’s 4th 
grade class was able to enjoy a virtual visitor. Mrs. 
Tara VandeVelde, 1st grade teacher, read “Did I 
Ever Tell You How Lucky You Are?” by Dr. Seuss, 
as Mrs. Payne’s students eagerly listened. Mrs. 
Payne welcomes “mystery readers” in her 
classroom each year. Many parents and 
grandparents have enjoyed visiting and reading 
stories to her students.  

January 3B's 
Winners  

 
The students were 
recognized for 
Being Safe, Being 
Responsible and 
Being Respectful.  

Mr. Fredrick’s 4th Grade Class 

3rd Grade 

4th Grade 

4th Grade 

5th Grade 
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Falconer Central School 

January Students of the Month Special Lunches 

Dominic ate lunch 
with his friend, Noah. 

First Graders 
Video 

Conference 
with Randolph 

Mrs. Boughton's 
1st grade class 
participated in a 
video conference 
with Mrs. Thomas' 
class in Randolph. 

Isaiah and his 
friend, Elaina, 
ate lunch with 
the Battle of 
the Businesses 
trophy and 
Mrs. Hannon. 

 

Sharing Kagan Strategies 
 

First grade teacher Tara 
VandeVelde led the Temple staff 
through the Kagan Cooperative 
Learning structure Quiz-Quiz-Trade 
at a recent faculty meeting. 

Emilee and her friend, 
Kenley, ate lunch with Mrs. 
Hannon. 

Moya and her friend, Alivia, 
ate lunch with Mrs. Hannon. 

Zoie ate lunch with her Mom 
and her friend, Sydnee. 

Camden ate lunch with 
his Mom and Mrs. 
Hannon. 

Mrs. Mikula guided Miss Gunnell's  
and Miss Adams’ classes through 
their first typing lesson on the new 
laptops!  

First Grade Gets 
Typing 

Mrs. Boughton’s and Mrs. 
Melquist’s classes began 
earlier this year.  



 

January 3B’s Winners 
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Falconer Central School 

January Cheer Bear Winners 

Kindergarten  
Mr. Bianco’s and  

Mrs. Marchincin's classes  

P.M. UPK and Kindergarten  

First Grade  

Second Grade  

2nd Grade  
Mrs. Collins’ class  

A.M. UPK 

Mr. Mike 
awarded the 
Respect 
trophy to 
Alyssa in Mrs. 
VandeVelde's 
class. 

1st Grade 
Mrs. VandeVelde's class  



Board of Education 
Agendas, Additions/
Deletions, & Minutes  

To access any of the above 
documents, go to: 
www.falconerschools.org 
 District Home Page 
 Our District 
 Board of Education 
 Board Meetings 2016-17 

 Select what you want 
to look at (ex: 
Agendas, Additions/
Deletions, or Minutes) 

 Click on Meeting Date 
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Alma Mater 
Falconer High School here’s to 
you best in the land. ‘Neath the 

old gold and blue, we will 
proudly take our stand.  In 

classroom study, field, or track 
with you dear as our guide, no 
honor ever shall you lack. I’ll 

win your pride.  

Mission Statement 
The Board of Education, 

collective staff, and 
community of the Falconer 

School District are committed 
to preparing our children to 
be productive members of 

society. Through continuous 
evaluation and improvement, 
this partnership will provide 

a quality educational 
environment for students to 

meet the graduation 
requirements.  

Clipart obtained through FCS’  
subscription to clipart.com 

“After Prom” Planning 
Meeting 

 
There will be an “After Prom” 
meeting on March 15 at 6:30 p.m. 
in the eighth grade project room. 
Your help is needed! Please come 
and bring your ideas for 
Hollywood Nights, our theme this 
year. If you are unable to attend 
but can help out in any way please 
contact Rosie Digirolamo at 665-
6624 or at 
rdigirolamo@falcon.wnyric.org. 

Spaghetti Dinner 
 

The Falconer Central School Class of 2017 is sponsoring a 
Spaghetti Dinner to be held on Saturday, March 18, 2017! 

FCS Bunny Hop 5K 
 

Please save the date for April 22, when Key Club hosts the Spring 
Bunny Hop 5K and Kids' Fun Run.  This will be a 5K race starting and 
ending at the school, through the Village.  While the big kids and 
adults run, kids will run their 1K fun 
run and then be entertained on the 
football field with an egg hunt and 
other fun games.  Registration 
website and forms will be made 
available on the school website. 

FCS Alumni Wins Grammys 
 

Congratulations to Randy Merrill, Class of 1992, on 
his two Grammy wins with Adele.  Randy is a 
mastering engineer who worked on Adele’s “25” 
album and hit single “Hello.” He is pictured here 
behind Adele receiving one of the awards. 

http://notionmagazine.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Screen-Shot-2017-02-13-at-11.43.56.png 

Thank You! 
 

Thank you to all who helped and contributed 
to the Hoops for Hospice game in January!  
With everyone’s help, over $2000 was raised 
for Hospice. 


