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Hang Up And Drive 
During the week of May 4 - May 8, Falconer High School students 

participated in SADD week.  SADD stands for Students Against 

Destructive Decisions. The members of SADD ran a trivia contest 

through the week where winners received Prom tickets, as well as 

After-Prom cash, that they could use during the After-Prom. During 

the week, FCS also welcomed Jacy Good and Steve Johnson who 

presented their tragic and heroic story involving Jacy's recovery after 

being hit by a distracted driver that took the life of both of her 

parents.  We urge parents and students to pull over to talk on a cell 

phone and to never text and drive.  Everyone should visit this 

important website:  www.hangupanddrive.com. 
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NYS Common Core Exams 

Mother/Son Day 

@ Falconer Park 1-3 p.m. 

Last day of HS classes 

8 a.m. Regents 

US History  

11 a.m. Regents 

Living Environment  

8 a.m. Regents 

Global History  

11 a.m. Regents 

Algebra Common Core  

Physics  

8 a.m. Regents 

Integrated Algebra 

11 a.m. Regents 

ELA  

8 a.m. Regents 

Algebra 2/Trig 

Earth Science 

11 a.m. Regents 

Geometry 

Baccalaureate 

H.S. Aud. @ 7 p.m. 
1/2 Day Pre K - 8th Grade 

8 a.m. Regents 

Chemistry 
1/2 Day Pre K - 8th Grade 

Last Day of Classes  

Pre K - 8th Grade 

FCS Commencement 

Reg Lenna @ 7 p.m. 

Senior Vigil @ 9:30 p.m. 
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New York State Career Development and Occupational 
Studies Commencement Credential 

 

In June of 2013, the New York State Education Department enacted 
legislation that established an important new exiting credential for 
students with disabilities. Beginning with the 2013-2014 school year, 
students with disabilities are able to earn a New York State Career 
Development and Occupational Studies (CDOS) Commencement 
Credential.   The credential recognizes each individual student’s 
preparation and skills for post-school employment.  Where in the 
past, many students with disabilities graduated with an individualized 
education program (IEP) diploma, this credential provides a more 
meaningful substitute for these students.  For those students who are 
exiting with a regular diploma, the CDOS Commencement Credential 
provides them with an opportunity to exit school with a document that 
also recognizes the students’ work readiness skills. 
 

Effective transition planning for students with disabilities includes 
assessment of students’ needs, preferences, and skills; realistic 
identification of post-secondary goals; instruction in the CDOS 
learning standards; participation in career exploration and work-
based learning experiences; increased opportunities for students to 
earn a regular diploma; and collaboration among community 
agencies.   By creating the new CDOS exiting credential for students 
with disabilities, the NY State Education Department hopes to 
recognize the accomplishments of students, emphasize the 
importance of CDOS instruction in schools, focus students’ 
commitment on career development and exploration, and provide 
employers with documentation of the knowledge, skills, and 
experience required for entry-level employment. 
 

Most students with disabilities will be able to graduate with the NYS 
CDOS Commencement Credential as a supplement to their regular 
(Regents or local) diploma.  Those who are unable to earn a regular 
diploma because of their disability may graduate with the CDOS 
Commencement Credential as the student’s only exiting credential, 
providing they meet the requirements set forth by NYSED.  
Requirements include:  12 years of school attendance; a Career Plan 
that includes documentation of the student’s career interests, 
strengths and needs; demonstrated achievement of the 
commencement level CDOS standards in the areas of career 
development, integrated learning, and universal foundation skills; 
successful completion of at least 216 hours of Career & Technical 
Education (CTE) coursework, including 54 hours of work-based 
learning; and completion of an Employability Profile that documents 
the student’s employability skills and experiences, technical 
knowledge, and other work-related and academic achievements. 
 

Information regarding the CDOS Commencement Credential is 
available at: http://www.p12.nysed.gov.specialed/publications. 
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Administration 2 

Board of Education 
President 
 Todd Beckerink 
Vice President  
 Cathleen Kimball 
Members 
 Gordon Buck 
 Robert Carpenter 
 Tom Frederes 
 Jennifer Ribaudo 
 Jamie Zaranek 
 

Administration & Supervision 
Superintendent 
 Stephen Penhollow 
High School Principal 
 Jeffrey Jordan 
Middle School Principal 
 Terry English 
Fenner Elementary Principal 
 Gary Gilbert 
Temple Elementary Principal 
 Holly Hannon 
School Psychologist 
 Ashly Warner 
Business Executive & Purchasing 

Agent 
 Brent Agett 
Director of Special Education 
 Julie Possai 
Director of Instruction & Staff 

Development 
 Judith Roach 
Building & Grounds Supervisor 
 Randy Ingrao 
Transportation Supervisor 
 Scott Peterson 
Coordinator of District Data 
 Judith Roach 
 

Falconer Central School 
2 East Avenue North 
Falconer, NY 14733 

(716)665-6624 
 

Clipart obtained through FCS’ 
subscription to clipart.com 

Julie Possai, Director of Special Education 

www.schools.clipart.com


Falconer’s Blue and Gold Goes Orange for Kallie’s Krusade! 3 
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Kallie Swan  

pictured here with her 

parents.   

Kallie was the inspiration in 
creating Kallie's Krusade 

Foundation. The organization is 
devoted to "fight like a girl" 
against pediatric cancer and 

other childhood illnesses, 
providing financial relief and 

community support to families 
stricken with childhood disease.  

In support of Kallie and her 
foundation, FCS donned orange. 
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Clubs/Sports 4 

Kiwanis Bike Safety Rodeo  
 

Falconer Kiwanis held its Bike Safety Rodeo on May 16 
at the High School. Over 50 students in grades pre-k 
through six participated in several activities. They 
completed a short road course and watched a safety 
skit. Prior to the course, their bikes were inspected by 

Hollyloft 
employees, who 
brought their trailer and tools. They 
pumped tires, tightened pedals and 
handle bars and made sure all bikes 
were safe to ride. They even handed out 
helmets if students did not have one. 
Once students completed the course, 
they picked up their bike certificate and bike light. Students 
also signed a bike safety pledge. Everyone enjoyed hot dogs, 
water, go-gurt, and popcorn at the concession stand. 

Relay For Life--Falconer Honor Society Making a Difference 
 

The Falconer Honor Society participated in a VERY WORTHY event: RELAY FOR LIFE!  A team event 
to fight cancer held in over 5,000 communities nation-wide, the Relay was held this year on May 30, 
at the Frewsburg Central School Track. The Relay For Life raised funds for the American Cancer 
Society’s programs of Research, Education, Advocacy and Patient Services. Falconer Honor Society 
was an active participant in this year’s event. If you are still interested in donating to Relay For Life, 

speak with any Falconer Honor 
Society Member, or feel free to 
drop off a donation at Falconer High 
School, c/o Deanna Luce, Advisor.  
Support these students in their 
endeavors but, most importantly, 
support the cause that is saving 
lives. Relay For Life is more than a 
fundraiser… It is funding the cure 
for cancer.    http://www.vncares.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/relayforlifehope.jpg 

       Reserve Yours Today… 
$64 

Bring cash or check* to Mrs. Johnson in Room 131.  
*Make checks payable to Falconer Yearbook. 

Set to be released June 9. 

Don’t miss out on the Falconer High School Yearbook! 



June 2015 www.falconerschools.org Falconer Central School 

Middle School/High School 5 

Flower Bed 
Reconstruction 

Students from Mr. 
Thompson's class visited 
Temple and worked on the 
flower beds there. 

Middle School Dance 
On May 1, the Middle School Student Council hosted a spring 
dance for grades 6 - 8.  Hector and Michelle Alverio were our 
DJ’s, and the students had a fabulous night out, dressed up and 

busting their 
moves.  Thank 
you to all of the 
teachers and parents who supported the event by 
chaperoning and safely chauffeuring students to and 
from the dance.  Thank you to the Middle School 
Student Council students who worked hard to 
organize, set up, and clean up after the event.  

High School After-Prom 
Falconer had it’s annual After-Prom party on May 9, with Western as this 
year’s theme. There were approximately 155 students in attendance. 
Students were able to play games and participate in different activities 
that allowed them to earn ‘funny money’ and purchase items from the gift 
store or raffle tickets for a chance to win larger prizes. Thanks to all who 
put hard work into preparing and setting up for the after-prom. A special 
thank you to Ms. Fisher for all her hard work and dedication to the After-
Prom for all these years! 

College Connections Speech Contest 
High school students, Emily Brown and 
Jessica Zdunski, recently participated in the 
College Connections 3rd  Annual Speech 
Contest!  Held at Jamestown Community 
College on May 7, this contest included 
selected students from Chautauqua and 
Cattaraugus counties who have taken 
collegiate level Public Speaking while still in 

high school. A challenging task, these two students were selected for 
this estimable honor based on the caliber of their speeches, coupled 
with their public speaking skills that they have demonstrated this 
semester. Both young ladies worked diligently to prepare and to polish 
their speeches. Each spoke well and positively represented her school.  
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Fenner Elementary 6 

Mother/Son Day at the Park 
On June 6, from 1 - 3 p.m. at Falconer Park, Temple and Fenner boys and the special women in their 
lives are invited to the Mother/Son Day in the Park, sponsored by the PTO. There will be a kick ball 
tournament, board games to play, a craft to make together and light snacks to enjoy. We have a 
pavilion reserved. You may want to bring your own lawn chair. Keep your fingers crossed for beautiful 
weather and take advantage of the opportunity to relax and play together. Please send in the RSVP so 
we have an estimate of the number of people that will be attending. Contact person is Mary Plumb at 
mplumb@falcon.wnyric.org.    

National Poetry Month 
In April, Fenner students celebrated National Poetry Month during their library 
special. The students not only read and shared poems from poetry books, but 
they also created their own poems.  In small groups, students created their own 
poems by either using magnetic poetry words or by "building" a poem using 
large lego blocks with various words written on the sides. Not only did the stu-
dents have to work together, but they had FUN at the same time! Pictured left to 
right: Kylie Comber, Lucas VandeVelde, and Ayden Smith built the following 

Lego poem.  "Yes today is the start of a spring journey and where a dream I love is with reach."  

Fifth Grade Dance Off 
Fenner’s fifth graders gave it their all as they competed in an exciting class dance off. 
Mr. Kennedy, as part of the student’s physical education curriculum, organized the fes-
tivities. Teams were asked to organize a dance routine that incorporated specific tech-

niques, time length, and collaborative movements. Judges 
Mr. Holt, Mr. Voorhis, Mr. Helt, and Mr. Ohl had a difficult 
time choosing the winning team, but in the end the team of 
Skylar Green, Kayla Whitford, Amaya McCarthy, and Brittany Paulisick 
showed great heart and perseverance as they fought their way to victory. 

Fire Prevention Essay Contest Winners 
The following Fourth Grade Students from Mrs. VandeVelde’s class were 
recognized by Fire Prevention Chairman, Bill Pratt, for their fire 
prevention essays: Emily Payne (2nd Place/$25) Nolan Wickmark (3rd 
Place/$15), Lillian Powers (Honorable Mention; 5th Place), Jayde Short 
(Honorable Mention; 6th Place) Kadin Buckley (Honorable Mention; 7th 
Place), and Owen Sweeney (Honorable Mention; 8th  Place).  

Middle School Sponsored Carnival 
Middle School Student Council is sponsoring a carnival for 
Falconer students in grades 3 - 8 and their families on June 5 
from 3 - 5 p.m. in the High School Gym.  We will have a 
bungee run, games, a super soaker water battle zone and 
refreshments for sale.  Kids can purchase an all-game 
inclusive wristband or individual tickets for the 
games.  Contact person is Mary Plumb at 
mplumb@falcon.wnyric.org.  We hope to see you there!   
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Temple Elementary 7 

Temple’s Reading Buddies 
2nd grade students at Temple Elementary have 
a designated time in Mrs. 
Conlan's class for reading. 
The students look forward 
to their "reading buddies" 
visiting the class & reading 
with them.  

3B’s Winners 

 

Cheer Bear Winners 
Mrs. Telford’s Class won the Cheer Bear. 
 

 Temple’s Jump Rope For Heart 
On April 22, 23, 24, students at Temple 
participated in our 16th annual Jump 
Rope For Heart. The students raised 
over $4,800 dollars for the American 
Heart Association. This amount is over 
$100 more than last years’ total. 
Students partook in jumping centers 
during their Physical Education classes. 
Mrs. Melquist’s class was the “Banner 
Winner” as their the class raised $565. Addison 
Calimeri, was the highest student collector with $286. 
Temple was also a winner of a playground pack, due to 
the efforts of those who pledged online. Our prize pack 
consisted of 10 playground balls, 10 basketballs, and 12 
jump ropes. Thank to all who helped with contributions. This event would 
not be possible without the generosity of the families in the District. 

Thank you, and we look forward to next year’s event.  

Dodgeball Coloring Contest 
Temple held a coloring contest for students in grades UPK-2 
and winners were given free admission to the Teachers vs. 
Troopers Dodgeball Battle.  The students colored a picture of 

Mr. Wendel 
hitting  Mr. 
Bianco with 
a dodgeball! 

 

Bike Safety 
Officer Jaroszynski 
recently hosted a Bike 
Safety Assembly. He 
showed a Bike Safety 
video and spoke about the 
importance of Bike Safety. 
He also encouraged  the 
students to attend the Bike 
Rodeo later that week. 



Alma Mater 

Falconer High School here’s 
to you best in the land. 
‘Neath the old gold and 

blue, we will proudly take 
our stand in classroom 

study, field, or track with 
you dear as our guide, no 

honor ever shall you lack. I’ll 
win your pride.  
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Back Cover 8 

Mission Statement 

The Board of Education, 
collective staff, and 

community of the Falconer 
School District are 

committed to preparing 
our children to be 

productive members of 
society. Through 

continuous evaluation and 
improvement, this 

partnership will a provide 
a quality educational 

environment for students 
to meet the graduation 

requirements.  

Desktop Publishing Students 
 
Instructed by Miss. Fisher, 
Educational Technology Specialist 

Reminder 

The Fosberg Technology 
Center is open late on 

Tuesdays for additional work 
time until 4:10 p.m.  The late 
bus is available if needed. 

Newsletter Produced by… 

 

Justin Gould and  
Liz Hanson 

Senior Class Trip 
On April 23-25 the Senior 
Class of 2015 enjoyed three 
fun-filled days together in 
Cincinnati, OH. Their first 
stop was the Camp Kern Zip 
Line.  The students accepted 
the challenge of zip lining 

over trees at heights ranging from 10 ft to 200 
ft.  Our itinerary also included a visit to the Cincinnati Zoo, the 
Aquarium, and a shopping mall.  One of the highlights was definitely 
the Cincinnati Reds vs. Chicago Cubs baseball game, which we 
attended Friday night!  Their weekend ended with a 

stop at Kings Island Amusement Park, 
the largest theme park in the Midwest.  

Chorus Trip 
Falconer’s Senior Choir, several parents 
and teachers traveled to Philadelphia, PA, 
in April. The choir performed a patriotic 
concert, directed by Mrs. Ann Marie Mogenhan, at the 
Betsy Ross House. Other trip highlights included 

Independence Square, Liberty Bell, Musical and Comedy Shows, 
Valley Forge, and the Philadelphia Aquarium. 
Pictured below at the Philadelphia Aquarium are 
the Chorus members who traveled to Philly. It was 
beautiful weather, and a good time was had by all.  
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