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Congratulations to the Class of 2016! 

 Top Ten Students 
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Salutatorian 

 

Sydney Moore 

7 

Karl Holmberg 

8 

Tiffany Donaldson 

9 

Gabrielle Conti 

10 

Alexis Buffone Justin Gilbert Justin Boedecker Jessica Zdunski 

Zachary Smith has an unweighted 
GPA of 97.07 and plans to attend 

Grove City College, majoring in 

Political Science. 

3 4 

Walker Black has an unweighted 

GPA of 96.53 and plans to attend 

University of Richmond, majoring in 

Pre-Medicine. 

5 6 
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Superintendent’s Note 2 

Board of Education 
President 
 Todd Beckerink 
Vice President  
 Cathleen Kimball 
Members 
 Gordon Buck 
 Robert Carpenter 
 Tom Frederes 
 Jennifer Ribaudo 
 Jamie Zaranek 
 

Administration & Supervision 
Superintendent 
 Stephen Penhollow 
High School Principal 
 Jeffrey Jordan 
Middle School Principal 
 Terry English 
Fenner Elementary Principal 
 Gary Gilbert 
Temple Elementary Principal 
 Holly Hannon 
School Psychologist 
 Ashly Warner 
Business Executive & Purchasing 

Agent 
 Brent Agett 
Director of Special Education 
 Julie Possai 
Director of Instruction & Staff 

Development 
 Judith Roach 
Gerneral Maintenance Mechanic 
 David Micek 
Transportation Supervisor 
 Scott Peterson 
Coordinator of District Data 
 Judith Roach 
 

Falconer Central School 
2 East Avenue North 
Falconer, NY 14733 

(716)665-6624 
 

Clipart obtained through FCS’  
subscription to clipart.com 

I would like to thank our residents for approving the school 
budget.  A passed budget allows us to plan for the next school year 
with confidence.  The Board of Education has been able to 
continue to provide the highest quality of education during a time 
in which aid has been significantly reduced. I would also like to 
thank our Board of Education for providing goals, challenges and 
direction for the education of our students during very difficult 
economic times.  Congratulations to Jamie Zaranek for being re-
elected to our Board of Education. 
 
The month of June signals the end of another school year for 
students and staff.  Over the last few weeks, our District has held 
many award ceremonies recognizing and celebrating the 
achievements of our students. The most significant event in June is, 
of course, our High School Graduation. At 7 p.m., on June 23, 
parents, faculty, administrators and members of the Board of 
Education, will gather at the Reg Lenna to congratulate our 
students as they cross the stage to accept their diplomas.  As 
seniors attend their final activities as members of the Falconer 
community, I wish them much success. 
  
The Falconer Central School District can take pride in the 
accomplishments of the Class of 2016.  They have excelled in the 
classroom, stage, field, court, mat, and community.  From the first 
day they entered school, the Class of 2016 have met the challenges 
set in front of them.  We are proud of all they have done at FCS and 
look forward to all they will accomplish.  They can be assured that 
these diplomas represent a significant and meaningful education 
delivered by an outstanding faculty. Our students are well 
prepared and ready to enter this next phase of their lives. 
 
 
Honoring the 2016 Golden Falcon Retirees 

Falconer Central School would like to wish our 2015-2016 retirees 
the best, as they have dedicated many years of service to our 
students and community.   

Scott Bean   15 years 
Katie Lewis  15 years 
Cathy Moots 25 years 
Bonnie Dalrymple 29 years 
Tim Martenson 33 years 
Glen Hanson 14 years 

Stephen Penhollow, Superintendent 
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Nurses’ Note 
A reminder if your child 
has gotten a physical at 
their own doctor. Please 
remember to forward a 
copy to the health office. 
All 7th and 10th graders 
must receive a physical for 
the upcoming school year. 

Meningococcal Vaccine 
Beginning September 1, 2016, all 7th and 12th 

grade students must have proof of having the 
Meningococcal vaccine shot in order to attend 
school. Students entering 7th grade in 2016 must 
have 1 dose of the vaccine. They will be required 
to get a booster at age 16. Students entering 12th  
grade in 2016 must have 2 doses if they had a 
booster shot. If not, they must have 1 dose. 
Starting next fall, parents/guardians must give the 

school an immunization 
shot record. The record 
must include the date the 
shot was received or the 
date of a set appointment 
to receive one. Without a 
record your child will not 
be able to attend school. 

Middle School/ High School Open House 
The 2016-2017 MS/HS Open House will be Wednesday, August 31, 
from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Schedules will be available for pickup at this time.  
No schedules will be mailed home.  Please mark your calendars for this 
change in date and plan to attend. 

Have you ever played tennis?   
Are you interested in learning the lifelong sport for fun or for competition?  

Falconer Neighborhood Tennis Camp 
July 25 – July 29, 2016      

5 Weekday mornings – Open to boys and girls 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Location:  Middle School/High School -  Karen Cotten Tennis Courts 
Cost:  $10   Payable on the first day of camp (CASH or check payable to the Lakewood YMCA) 
Contacts for questions:  Jamie Glatz (716) 488-9125 and/or Barb Tordella (716) 720-0122  
 

No equipment necessary.  Wear shorts, t-shirts, sneakers so you are comfortable. 
Racquets and tennis balls will be provided.   

You may bring your own racquet if you have access to one. 

10:10-11:30 a.m. Experienced 
at Tennis and/or entering 

grades 7 -10 

9-10 a.m. 
Beginner Tennis and/or 

entering grades 4 - 6   

Please Update Contact Information 
Remember to update you child’s contact 
information. This includes addresses, phone 
numbers, email addresses, and emergency 
contacts. This is vital to ensure the school can 
reach you in case of an emergency.  
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Seniors 4 

Cap and Gown Walk Through Fenner 
On their last day of High School, the seniors donned their caps and 
gowns and paraded through the halls of Fenner.  Music played, the 
elementary students held signs and gave them high fives.  Some 
where able to see 
teachers that they 
had when they 
were much smaller 
and younger.  
Teachers, students 
and the seniors  
seemed to enjoy 
this simple yet 
powerful walk 
down the halls of 
“memories” or the 
halls of Fenner. 

The Senior Trip 
This year’s senior class of 2016 traveled to Adventures on the Gorge in West Virginia!  The trip 
featured an amazing class 5 White Water Rafting adventure on the New River.  Other adventures 
included an Ambush Paintball game and the Timber Trek zip lining course.   There was also time to 
relax in the resort’s Canyon Falls 3,000-sq-ft. swimming pool.  The seniors enjoyed fine dining at 
Smokey’s on the Gorge and Buffler’s Restaurant.   
 

Evenings were spent at the cabins enjoying a camp fire, making 
smores, and sharing stories about the day’s adventures.  The 
Sportsman Cabins included such amenities as a full bathroom, fridge, 6 

beds, coffee pot, and microwave.  The seniors  were living large! 
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 Highlighting Middle School Students 

  

June 

M
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Joseph Krenzer 
(Grade 6) 

Trent Spangler  
(Grade 8) 
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Erika Russell 
(Grade 8 ) 

Miranda McKane 
(Grade 6 ) 
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WWII Veteran Comes to Talk 
On Tuesday, June 8, Mr. Gordon Peterson came and talked to 
Mrs. Snelling’s ninth grade classes. Mr. Peterson is agraduate 
from Falconer, Class of 1945. Shortly after graduating, he was 
drafted to Japan after the war ended. He was kind enough to 
come in and share about his long life. He described the Great 
Depression and his  war experiences. The students enjoyed 
listening to his stories and his advice. 

“Excellence in Chemistry” 
Award 

Billy E., son of Matt and Stephanie E., 
was recently honored, along with 
several other students, at a dinner at 
Moon Brook Country Club after being 
awarded the Penn-York “Excellence 
in Chemistry” Award.  The Penn-York 
section of the American Chemical 
Society strives as one of its objectives 
to stimulate an active interest in future 
careers in chemistry and chemical engineering.  The 
award recipient must have demonstrated his/her 
ability by excelling scholastically and showing 
outstanding scientific potential in chemistry. Billy will 
be entering his senior year at FCS and is planning to 
pursue a career in engineering.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Awards & Yearbook Assembly 
Recently, the High School held its annual 
awards and Yearbook 
Assembly in the Auditorium.  
Many awards and 
scholarships were presented 
to a variety of students.  
Above, some of the 
hardworking individuals are 
pictured.  Also during this 
assembly, the high school 
yearbook was revealed and 
it’s dedication given.  This 
year the yearbook was 
dedicated to Mrs. Kelli 
Merchant.  Congratulations to 
all the award winners and to 
Mrs. Merchant! 
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Falconer Honor Society Rallies For Relay Again 
With a theme of “Camping For a Cure,” this year’s Relay For Life took place on Friday June 3.  
Sponsored by the American Cancer Society, teams participated in the event at the Frewsburg Middle 
School/High School track.  Falconer Honor Society rallied for the cause, earning the second highest 
total:  Of the almost $50,000 raised by the 35 teams thus far (donations are still coming in!), our 
students raised $7,590.34!   
 

Our Honor Society students made quite an impact! They began to raise donations prior to the event 
through the volleyball tournament they sponsored, contacting local businesses, selling spaghetti 
dinner tickets, teacher dress down and student hat days, and collecting all kinds of donations.  A total 
of 30 Honor Society students earned a Relay t-shirt, donating over $100 to the cause.  They set goals, 
kept hitting them, and kept resetting them higher!  What a whirlwind of fun for an excellent cause! 
 

Brian Nelson, proprietor of Falconer Vac 
Shoppe, graciously donated a Relay 
purple Adirondack chair and raffle tickets 
for the event, and senior Justin G. helped 
his father create a customized Relay 
cornhole set to raffle, as well.  Thank you 
to EVERY student who sought to gain any 
donations for the event, and special 
appreciation to Falconer Vac, Affinity One, 
Arthur R. Gren, Police Benevolence 
Association, Falconer Moose, 
Mastergrind, Hollyloft, Matco Tools, and 5 
Guys for their donations and support!! We 
will be looking forward to next year! 

Key Club Activities 
Falconer Key Club held a Parents' Night Out on May 26 in the High School Gym.  FCS students in 
Kindergarten through Grade 5 were treated to two hours of fun and games led by the High School Key 
Club volunteers.  It was a night of great fun and many laughs!  We will have one each month next year, 
so be sure to stay tuned for dates and times.  Parents' Night Out is an alternative to at home 
babysitting, and the kids enjoy being with their school friends in an fun environment.  Key Club also 
fundraised at Brigiotta's on May 22 and Applebee's with a pancake breakfast on June 11.   
 

Students are raising money to expand their on-going service work to the international scene.   A July 
2017 trip to the Dominican Republic is a goal for about 10 enthusiastic 
young adults.  These amazing kids are working hard raising funds to 
participate in a trip of a lifetime.  While in the Dominican Republic, they 
will work on building water distribution systems, help with local youth at a 
day camp, and spend some time teaching English to college students.  This 
trip is sure to take our students outside their comfort zone and challenge 
them to be better global citizens as they are immersed in a culture very 
different from ours. 
 

Key Club is sponsored by the Falconer Kiwanis and builds character 
through leadership, inclusiveness and service projects.  If you or your 
business would like to donate to Key Club or, if your high school student 
would like to join Key Club, please contact Mary Plumb at 
mplumb@falcon.wnyric.org.    
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New Baseball Scoreboard 
The Falconer Falcons’ baseball team 
recently purchased a new 
scoreboard with the help of the 
Friends of Hugo and other Falconer 
Alumni.  Representing the Friends of 
Hugo were Sean Kilmartin and Tom 
English.  Dedication of the 
scoreboard took place on the 
baseball team’s Senior Night. 
Pictured Left to Right: Sean Kilmartin, 
Chris Schrader, David Nelson, Tom 
English, Brett P., and Sean K. 

Boys’ Tennis 
The merged Jamestown-
Falconer Boys' Tennis team 
was powered with five 
seniors this year! First 
singles player, precision 
hitter, and state 
representative, Cooper M., 
is pictured on the far right. 
Cooper represented Section 
VI after placing in the top 
three at the Sectional 
Tournament May 23-24. The 
following week, Cooper 

arrived at the NYSPHSAA State Championship in Flushing, 
NY, at the Billie Jean King USTA National Tennis Center, with 
coaches Barb Tordella and Greg Jackson. Although Cooper's 
success did not advance him through this championship, 
Falconer is very proud of the FIRST TIME ACHIEVEMENT of 
sending a tennis player to STATES! Also pictured from left to 
right are Eris P., Stephen K., Nathan S., and Trevor D. (note: 
Trevor represented Chautauqua County at the sectional 
tournament as a doubles player with Ryan W. from 
Jamestown.) 



Graduation | Summer 2016 www.falconerschools.org Falconer Central School 

Modified Softball’s and Baseball’s Incredible Season Records 8 

Modified Softball’s Truly Golden Season 
2016 was the first softball season in Falconer where JV softball was not an option; the route was either 
modified (7, 8, 9) or varsity (10, 11, 12.)  With the new split in levels came the question of how a modified 
level age group would fare amongst the many schools who have already had modified teams for a year 
or two.  That question was answered loud and clear when the Lady Falcons modified team defeated their 
first opponent 20-0 and continued to sweep their competition game after game.  Falconer’s overall 
record was 14-0, and after adding up their season’s runs versus what the teams they faced scored, the 
result was 228 runs to the competition’s totaled 30 runs. 
 

Coach Andrea Matecki, an ELA teacher at FCS and the JV Volleyball coach, and Coach Brian Gunnell, a 
carpenter for the Chautauqua County Department of Public Facilities, are both Falconer graduates who 
played softball and baseball for their hometown school. It was a transition for both coaches to work with 
a younger group of girls, and it was a great learning process for everyone. 
 

The teammates got along great, and the 
coaches had fun watching the girls grow as 
players and as young ladies. “They were 
constantly cheering everyone on and the 
morale was always high. The rallies the girls 
would achieve during some of our tougher 
games were amazing to watch happen and, at 
the end of the day, everyone was still having 
fun no matter what,” reflected Matecki. Coach 
Gunnell continued to add on, “We need to also 
give a huge shout-out to the parents who 
worked with their girls every day or weekend 
on different skills, or how they also made sure 
their athletes were staying strong in school. 
They definitely helped the cause toward our 
undefeated season too!” 
 

Statistics undeniably show how solid a team the girls were too. The three pitchers for the team totaled 
out at 393 batters, 186 strikeouts, 44 walks and only 19 hits.  That right there, defensively, was a huge 
game-changer. When batters were able to make contact with the ball, there was a strong team in the 
field to back the pitchers up; they had a combined total of 136 outs during the season. Offensively, the 

girls rocked too! The Falcons rallied 123 
hits, with the three leading batters 
averaging at .407, .404 and .371. Every 
Lady Falcon also received a game ball for 
standing out in one game or another, 
whether it was for fielding or batting. The 
ladies deserved that recognition for being 
able to step up and make a play when it 
was needed. 
 

Both Coaches could not be more proud. 
The blood, sweat and tears the fourteen 
ladies put into their undefeated season did 
not go unnoticed, and the fun and ability to 
stay positive at every practice and game 
will surely be remembered forever. 

The modified boys also had an amazing season.  They 
earned a 14-0 season, outscored their opponents 194-16 
had 8 shut outs, and 5 no-hitters. Congratulations boys! 

Modified Baseball Record Season 

Top Row, Left to Right: Coach Matecki, Ashlyn H.(7th), Nicole Y.(7th, 
Captain), Lauren S.(8th), Courtnee P.(7th), Macy Y.(7th), Coach 
Gunnell    Middle Row, Left to Right: Ashley P.(7th), Abrianna M.(7th), 
Janie S.(9th), Rheanna B.(8th), Amaya L.(7th)    Bottom Row, Left to Right: 
Kaylee V.(9th), Jordyn S.(9th), Alex R.(8th), Claudia R.(9th, Captain)  



3 B’s & Cheer Bear Winners 
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Elementary 9 

UPK & Kindergarten  

First Grade  

Cheer Bear - Mrs. Telford's Class 

Second Grade 

Cheer Bear  - Mrs. Brandi's Class  

Cheer Bear - Mrs. Melquist’s Class 

Fenner Math Night 
The 8th annual 
Math Night 
recently took 
place at 
Fenner 
Elementary.  
Students in 
grades 
kindergarten 
through 5th 
grade 
participated in 

fun math games developed by High School teacher, 
Jon Anderson, and his Math Club.   
 

Highlights of the 
evening included the 
explosion of the math 
cannon, a catapult, 
stacking cups, card 
games, a car 
measurement game, a 
number sleuth game 
on the computer, and 
many more activities.   
 

After exploring the 
world of math, 
students and their 
families enjoyed 
refreshments and 
participated in a dance party.  
 

The A.I.S. 
teachers at 
Temple and 
Fenner would 
like to thank 
Mr. Anderson, 
Falconer Math 
Club, 
Falconer 
teachers and 
staff, Falconer 
Elementary 
PTO, and 
McDonalds for 
making this a 
successful 
event. 
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Bicycle Check At Ashville Safety Village  
The third grade classes at H. C. Fenner had the 
opportunity to visit the Safety Village in 
Lakewood in May.  The students were instructed 
on how to maintain their bikes by checking tire 
pressure, brakes, and chains.  They also learned 
the proper way to wear and fit a bike 
helmet.  The kids were given an opportunity to 
ride through the Safety Village with bikes to 
practice using hand signals, coming to a 
complete stop and avoiding potholes.  Everyone 
had a super time and learned a lot!  The staff 
would like to thank Cummins for helping to pay 
for 
our 
visit!    

Math Competition Held at H.C. Fenner 
The 24 Game by Suntex International Inc. seems like a 
simple math game. The participants add, subtract, 
multiply, and/or divide the four numbers they are given 
to create three equations. The end result must equal 24.  
Students are given a limited amount of time to complete 
the problem. All of the students at Fenner have been 
practicing for weeks to prepare for this competition. This 
year the 24 Game was held during the first week of June.  
Third, Fourth, and Fifth graders competed within their 
own grade level to determine the top twenty students in 
each grade who would advance to the 24 Game Finals.  
On Friday, June 3, sixty students competed to be the 
champion of the 24 Game. First place went to fifth grader, 
Garrett C., second place went to fourth grader, Marlei A., 
and third place went to third grader, Maximus W.  The 

Fenner A.I.S. staff organizes this annual event. They would like to thank the Falconer Honor Society 
students for volunteering their time to help in this year's competition and the Falconer Elementary PTO 
for providing the trophies. 
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Cathy Moots  
Family and  

Consumer Science Teacher  
25 years of service 

Glen Hanson  
Custodian  

14 years of service 

Bonnie Dalrymple  
Bus driver 

29 years of service 

No matter what you choose to do in the next chapter of your life, we wish you luck.  
You’ve earned it!  Thank you for all your time and dedication to FCS! 

Tim Martenson 
Maintenance/Custodian 

33 years of service 

Scott Bean 
Science Teacher 

15 years of service 

Katherine Lewis 
6th Grade Teacher 
15 years of service 
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Mission 
Statement 

 

The Board of 
Education, 

collective staff, and 
community of the 
Falconer School 

District are 
committed to 
preparing our 
children to be 

productive 
members of society. 
Through continuous 

evaluation and 
improvement, this 

partnership will 
provide a quality 

educational 
environment for 

students to meet the 
graduation 

requirements.  

Justin Gould, Miss 
Fisher; Educational 

Technology Specialist, 
and Mikaela Johnson 

Alma Mater 
 

Falconer High 
School here’s to you 

best in the land. 
‘Neath the old gold 
and blue, we will 
proudly take our 

stand.  In classroom 
study, field, or track 
with you dear as our 

guide, no honor 
ever shall you lack. 
I’ll win your pride.  

Newsletter 
Produced By: 

Clipart obtained through FCS’  
subscription to clipart.com 

Dr. Lombardo, Class of 1986, to Speak at FCS 2016 Graduation 

 

Dr. Lombardo is a 1986 graduate of FCS.  During high school, Jeff was an active 
member of the FCS Football team (including the 1985 Section VI Championship 
Team), and also played baseball and basketball.  

 

Following high school, Dr. Lombardo attended JCC, where he earned an 
associate's degree in science.  From there, he went on to study pharmaceutical 
science at St. John's University in Queens, graduating with a Bachelor of Pharmacy 
degree.  He worked as a pharmacist in both hospital and retail settings in New 
York City and Jamestown before moving to Buffalo.  In Buffalo, Dr. Lombardo 
began working at Roswell Park Cancer Institute.  This position deepened his 
interest in oncology and inspired him to return to his studies at the University of 
Buffalo, where he graduated in 2004 with a Doctorate of Pharmacy Degree. He later 
went on to become a board certified oncology which represents less than 1 
percent of practicing pharmacists today.  

  

Dr. Lombardo has held several positions, including Clinical Pharmacist at Roswell 
Park Cancer Institute, Director of Clinical Programs and Operations at OncoMed, 
and currently is employed as a Research Assistant Professor at UB. As Associate 
Director for UB’s patient safety organization he facilitates organization 
participation, logistics and implementation with participating medical sites as well 
as reviewing data and presenting reports on findings. He also tracks patient 
outcomes and advises physicians on best practices for cancer patients. Dr. 
Lombardo is also a member of the SUNY Global Health Institute where he will be 
bringing his patient safety and oncology expertise to partner schools like the 
University of the West Indies for various collaborations. In Jamaica, he will be 
participating in studies on medical marijuana and pursuing new initiatives for the 
University at Buffalo’s medication management research network. Additionally, Dr. 
Lombardo is a member of UB's Center for Integrated Global Biomedical Services. 

  

Dr. Lombardo has served as a preceptor for several local colleges, providing real 
life pharmacy experience for students prior to graduation.  He has served as a 
guest lecturer in oncology at several Western New York pharmacy schools and has 
completed research and co-authored several articles on topics involving 
chemotherapy in the field of solid tumors. Dr Lombardo has lectured at national 
pharmacy conferences as well as internationally at Research Day Forums in 
Jamaica and Colombia. Additionally, he has exhibited and presented his work at 
the American Society of Clinical Oncology, American Society of Health System 
Pharmacists and Value Based Cancer Care Symposiums. He serves as a member of 
advisory boards for several national pharmaceutical 
companies as well as the Hematology Oncology 
Pharmacy Association.  

  

Dr. Lombardo and his wife, Joanne Patti Lombardo, 
currently reside in Wheatfield with their 3 children, 
Joe, Lucas, and Emily and two dogs, Samson and 
Goliath.  He holds a third degree black belt in tae-
kwon-do and also enjoys golfing and skiing.   

 

Dr. Lombardo is honored to have been asked to 
serve as the 2016 Commencement speaker.  
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