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Home of the Golden Falcons 

February  

2 
Board of Education 
Meeting @ 7:30 p.m. 

6 
CCMTA Winter Festival @ 
Chautauqua Lake 

11 
Jump Rope for Heart @ 
Fenner 

15 
Presidents’ Day  
(No School) 

16 
Board of Education 
Meeting @ 7:30 p.m. 

16-19 
Mid-Winter Recess  
(No School) 

1 
Board of Education 
Meeting @ 7:30 p.m. 

March  

3 
Scholastic Book Fair 
(Fenner) 

4 

Superintendent’s 
Conference Day  
(No School) 
 

Senior High Musical @ 
7:30 p.m. in Auditorium 

5 
Senior High Musical @ 
7:30 p.m. in Auditorium 

6 
Senior High Musical @ 
2:30 p.m. in Auditorium 

10 Spring Photos (Fenner) 

Falconer Honor Society completed 
another successful Induction Ceremony on 
Friday, December 18.  The current 25 
senior members welcomed in the 18 new 
inductees with speeches filled with 
accolades for each inductee.  Taking place 
in Falconer High School’s auditorium, 

parents, families, faculty, and the student body were 
in attendance. 
 

Chapter officers led the program with 
segments describing the four pillars of 
Honor Society: scholarship, service, 
leadership, and character, lighting 
candles for each characteristic during 
the ceremony.  Senior members then 
tapped the new candidates and 

welcomed them in to the 
Honor Society family.   
 

Congratulations to the newest 
members for earning this 
esteemed honor! 

Pictured in row one, from left to right: Gabrielle C., Hailey G., Hannah R., Dexter O., Billy E., Sydney K., 
and Shianne M. Row two: Matthew H., Natalie B., Amber M., Natalie N., Alexandra R., Rachel B., Katie F., 
Elizabeth B., Steven O., and Lucas R. Row three: Nathan S., Bradley G., Justin B., Hanna H., Kelly K., Sydney 
M., Alexander B., Ryene S., Jessica Z., and Sidney S.  Top row: Justin G., Walker B., Alexis B., Justin G., 
Kayla F., Gabrielle C., Zachary S., Emma S., Ryan D., Trevor D., Brandon C., Terrell C., Brian C., Daniela 
C., and Tiffany D. 

Honor Society Holds 
Induction Ceremony 
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Mrs. Judith Roach 
Director of Instruction and Staff  

Development 

Computer-Based Testing is the Future 
 
Paper and pencil assessments may soon be a thing of the past.  The New 
York State Education Department (NYSED) awarded a five year contract to 
Quester Assessment, Inc. to develop New York State’s 3-8 English 
Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics assessments beginning in the 2016-
2017 school year.  School districts will have an option of administering 
these tests on computers.  
 
According to NYSED, this transition on computer-based testing (CBT) will 
benefit students and educators.  It will enable faster turnaround of results, 
test questions will be released more timely, more questions will be 
released to help with professional development as well as to assist in the 
remediation of students, and there will be fewer stand-alone field tests in 
the future.  
 
The Falconer Middle School will take part in the 2015-2016 computer-
based, stand-alone field tests later this spring.  By participating in the field 
tests, the district can better prepare our infrastructure and devices to be 
fully ready for implementation in the future.  The window for the computer
-based field testing will be from Monday, May 23, 2016 through Friday, 
June 10, 2016.  Parents of middle school students involved in this year’s 
computer-based field tests will be notified prior to the assessments. 
 
To help prepare for the computer-based field testing, administrators and 
the technology staff have been involved in training opportunities and have 
been reviewing the data requirements for CBT.  Computer-based practice 
tests will be available in the near future to allow the teachers and students 
to look at them and be able to practice. 
 
In April 2014, Falconer participated in the Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) field tests and it was a 
valuable experience as a test of school readiness.  By doing so we were 
able to assess our technical readiness and it provided students, teachers, 
administrators, and our technology staff the opportunity to become 
familiar with computer-based testing in a low-stakes testing environment. 
 
The 2015-2016 New York State 3-8 English Language Arts (ELA) and 
Mathematics assessments will still be administered on paper this spring.  
The English Language Arts (ELA) assessments will administered from 
Tuesday, April 5, 2016 through Thursday, April 7, 2016 and the 
Mathematics assessments will be administered from Wednesday, April 13, 
2016 through Friday, April 15, 2016. 
 
If you would like further information on computer-based testing, please 
visit the New York State Education Department website at http://
www.p12.nysed.gov/technology/CBT/. 
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Holiday Heroes 
Community Blood Bank was at FCS in 
December 23 for a blood drive.  It 
was called “Holiday Heroes Blood 
Drive.” Coordinating with the 
Falconer Fire Department, each 

donor received a free t-shirt and four lucky donors won $25.  In 
all, over 50 people donated.  Later in the year, another blood 
drive will be held with the Community Blood Bank. 

FAFSA 
Student financial aid starts with the 
FAFSA, the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid.  In order to 
receive all of the federal aid to 
which you are entitled, you must 
complete the FAFSA. Falconer 
Central School will once again host 
our area’s College Goal New York 
on Saturday, February 6. Students 
graduating in June 2016, and their 
parents, are invited to attend 
between 9 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. in 
the Jane R. Fosberg Technology 
Center to complete their FAFSA 
online or have any Financial Aid 
questions answered by 
professionals from local colleges.    

‘Tis the Season 
Students brought musical 
cheer to the hallways of FCS. 
H.S. students in both honor society and band played traditional 
holiday songs during the lunch periods on the last day before 
break. Mr. English also displayed his talents on the alto 
saxophone. The group enjoyed bringing holiday cheer to all. 

IXplore: Navidad 
In December, over fifty 
students met in the MSHS 
media center during 
9th period for IXplore: 
Navidad. The event was 
hosted by Mrs. Binkley, Mrs. 
Holsinger, and Mrs. Orbaker. 
Students were able to make 
“papel picado” (cut paper) 
snowflakes or Mexican “ojos 
de dios” (eyes of God) 
ornaments with yarn and 
popsicle sticks. Mexican hot 
chocolate, with cinnamon 
and cayenne pepper, was 
served. It was a fun 
opportunity to 
try something 
new and to 
explore 
another 
culture.  

Turkey Project 
The 6th Graders recently completed 
the “ThanksGIVING” Turkey Project.  
The purpose of this project extends 
from our GRIT presentation at Open 
House: “G” stands for GIVE YOUR BEST EFFORT 
EVERYDAY, GIVE  COMPLIMENTS, GIVE TIME 
AND TALENTS, GIVE THANKS. Students were given 
3 feathers to create 3 statements.  The statements 
could start like this: 

I am thankful for… 
I show I am thankful by… 
I give my best effort everyday by... 
I am good at ___and can use that to … 

On the 4th feather, a “compliment” was written 
about a classmate, friend, relative, teacher or other 
adult showing kindness, remembering Reggie 
Dabbs’ “10 for 10 challenge”! 

Governmental Guest Speaker 
Congressional Candidate John Plumb paid a visit to 
Government classes before winter 
break. Mr. Plumb spoke to students 
on how to run a campaign along with 
the basis of his. Students from the AP 
Government classes developed 
questions for the candidate 
regarding his campaign along with 
current local and world events.  

http://www.johnplumbforcongress.com/ 
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Area & Conference All-State 
Daniela is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Douglas Rissel. Last year 
Daniela was given the honor of the 
Ed Turner Memorial Scholarship. 
This year Daniela was selected for 
Area and Conference All-State. She 

received 100, the highest score possible at a Level 
6. With this score and previous scores, Daniela is 
considered one of the best high school trumpet 
players in the state of New York. She was a member 
of the Area All- State Concert Band as solo trumpet, 
where she performed November 21 at SUNY 
Fredonia and Conference All-State Symphony 
Orchestra, where she 
recently performed at the 
NYSSMA 80th Annual Winter 
Conference in December.   

Dashing Through the Snow! 
Members of Falconer Honor 
Society recently participated in an 
“old school” type tradition: 
Christmas caroling!  Senior Hanna 
Hollahan’s family graciously 
donated their time, energy, 
horses, and sleigh as a handful of 
members got together to travel 
along the streets singing 
traditional and contemporary 
tunes.  They stopped at Methodist 
Gardens and sang to some of the 

residents before caroling through the streets, 
stopping along the way wherever people came out 
to listen.  They ended up at Tops, singing in their 
parking lot, and enjoying cookies and hot chocolate 
that Tops graciously donated.  It was a wonderland 
of fun, taking advantage of our short span of snow!  
Kudos to all of those who sang! “It’s lovely weather 
for a sleigh ride together with you!” 

“Crop Till You Drop” 
Our Future Business Leaders of America will 
be holding their 3rd Annual “Crop Till You 
Drop” event on Friday and Saturday, February 
12 and 13, in the high school cafeteria. For all 
of you scrapbookers out there, this is a great 
opportunity to get caught up on all of those 
holiday photos. Registration for Friday is $10, 
Saturday is $25, or join us for both days for 
only $30. Come enjoy page contests, make‘n 
takes, door prizes, vendors, and a great time 
with friends. Visit www.falconerschools.org/
Page/2802 for more information and a 
downloadable flyer and registration form.  

Builders Swap Gifts 
In December, the Builders’ 
Club celebrated the last 
meeting before the New Year 
by holding a swap party event. Members brought in 
five, gently used items that no longer served them 
and exchanged them for "new-to-me" items they 
could enjoy themselves or give away as gifts.    

Key Club’s Past and Future Events 
The Key Club has been busy this past Fall and 
now through winter supporting local service 
projects.  In October, they supported the local 
Kiwanis chapter by serving at the chicken 
barbecue, Walked for Paws with the Humane 
Society and volunteered at the Haunting at the 
Mall.  At the Holiday Expo, members provided 
face painting and a craft for children.  Students 
visited residents at LSS, rang the bell for the 
Salvation Army, and made cards for the 
patients at Children's Hospital in Buffalo.  In 
January, the Key Club organized a District-wide 
Penny Drive to raise money for the Ronald 
McDonald House.  Students competed for a 
donut party (donated by Falconer Tops!) for the 
classrooms who raised the most 
money.  Altogether over $2200 was raised. 
Every penny was appreciated!  In the Spring, 
Key Club members are planning to support 
reading initiatives at both elementary schools 
and to help support the PTO's Minute to Win It 
Family Fun Night.  A handful of members are 
considering an international service project 
this summer or next, traveling to the Dominican 
Republic to work with local children and 
support work on clean water systems.  Key 
Club is led by Michaela B. and Kaitlyn E., and 
advised by Ms. Plumb, with support from Mrs. 
Cheney and Mrs. Digirolamo. Thank you to all 
of the members of Falconer Kiwanis and the 
community for the support they provide so our 
students can learn the value of service before 
self. 
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Fourth Grade Snowman and Tree Decorating 

Fourth grade held their annual snowman/tree decorating 
contest in the month of December. It was no surprise that this 
"artisty" group of kids created some wonderful projects. Three 
snowman and three trees were chosen and Mr. Gilbert chose 
the "Principal's Award."  Listed from left to right in the back 
row: Jerzie S., Marlei A., Brynn Z., Mary Beth S. and front Lucas 
S., Miles P., and Alexis S.  

Fenner’s December 3 B’s Winners 

Mrs. VandeVelde’s Class Mr. Chitester’s Class 

Scholastic Fair On The Way 
Do you have a special talent, hobby, or interest?  If so, how 
about creating a project and sharing it at the Scholastic Fair 
on Thursday, March 3. Information packets are available on 
the Fenner webpage, http://www.falconerschools.org/
Page/3126 

Jump Rope For Heart 
Fenner’s 28th consecutive Jump Rope 
for Heart is Thursday, February 11 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. All students are 
scheduled to Jump Rope for patients 
with sick hearts. Students will be 
collecting donations for the event. In 
years past FCS has donated 220,000 

dollars to 
American 
Heart 
Association to 
help fund 
research and 
education for 
healthy hearts.  

http://www.kahperd.org/images/jumprope2013.png 
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Elementary 6 

PM UPK 

Kindergarten   1st Grade  2nd Grade  

Art and P.E. Winners  Cheer Bear Winners   

Temple’s December 3 B’s and Cheer Bear Winners 

Read Across America Night  
We're excited to announce an upcoming PARP (Parents as Reading Partners) Event at Paul B. D. 
Temple Elementary.  The event will take place on March 2, from 6-7 p.m.  Parents and Students of 
Temple Elementary are invited to take part in not only a fun night of reading, but the birthday 
celebration of Dr. Seuss!  The night will include a menu of Dr. Seuss read alouds, cookies and 
refreshments.  Let's continue to partner up and encourage the love of reading for our children.  

Team Leia 

In December, students in Mrs. VandeVelde's class were given a Star Wars Lego Challenge, to coincide 
with the release of the new Star Wars: The Force Awakens and experience engineering. Four small 
teams were created and then received a container of random Legos to create a spaceship. The 
challenge was for the teams (Team Skywalker, Team Chewbacca, Team Yoda, and Team Leia) to plan 
and construct a spaceship in 30 minutes. There was a five-minute window built in to barter with the 
other groups for any parts to make their ship more durable. The students were all involved and 
engaged in this task. Each group was successful with teamwork, time, and talent!  

Team Chewbacca 

Team Yoda 
Team Skywalker 

http://www.wired.com/
images_blogs/
underwire/2013/02/
xwing.png 

https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?
q=tbn:ANd9GcQMDF3pi2429J7O4uwK4na4uTa3ING5Y72hRBi5a
QfWQPJtBAZ85Q 
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7th grade (Australia) 
Mrs. Williams' homeroom 

Ms. Velazquez’s Door 

Mrs. Garrison’s Door 

Former FCS Coach Inducted into the Chautauqua Sports 
Hall of Fame 

(article below from http://www.chautauquasportshalloffame.org/billdavenport.php) 
 

Bill Davenport was the wrestling head coach at Falconer for 19 years 
(1971-1990) where he compiled an overall career coaching record of 
229-17-1 with eight league titles, seven second-place finishes and three 
undefeated seasons (1980, 1983 and 1990). During that time, he 
coached 16 Section VI champions, 50 place-winners and seven New 
York State place winners. Under Davenport's leadership, Falconer was 
the top-ranked school in Western New York in 1987 and the No. 1-
ranked small school in 1990. For those efforts, the Golden Falcons were 
selected as the varsity wrestling "Team of the 1980s" in Western New 
York. Davenport also served as assistant chairman of the Section VI 
Wrestling Committee for many years and the Section VI Wrestling 
chairman from 1996-2000. 
 

Among his other honors, Davenport was named the 1983 Western New York wrestling coach of the 
year and the 2000 New York State Coaches Association Coach of the Year. He was also instrumental in 
the formation and promotion of Kids Wrestling in Falconer with wrestling camps, tournaments, clinics 
and officiating. 
 

In addition to his wrestling successes, Davenport was also a tremendous football and youth baseball 
coach. On the gridiron, he was best known as a varsity assistant/
defensive coordinator for head coach Bill Race (1981-95), served 
as Falconer's head coach (1996-99) and Cassadaga Valley's 
assistant coach (2001-2009). 
 

Bill Davenport was inducted into the Chautauqua Sports Hall of 
Fame in 2015. 
 

The entire article and more information can be found on this at: 
http://www.chautauquasportshalloffame.org/billdavenport.php 
Or  
http://www.starnewsdaily.com/sports/other/story/The-best-of-the
-best-2015-02-27 

http://www.starnewsdaily.com/media/starnewsdaily/
images/0097102d57e5922a14247d27543d8e2f.jpg 

http://www.chautauquasportshalloffame.org/images/billdavenport.jpg 

http://chautauquatoday.com/shared/inc/client/25/articles/
images/12011394300-chautsportshalloffamelogo.JPG 
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Alma Mater 

Falconer High School here’s to 
you best in the land. ‘Neath the 

old gold and blue, we will 
proudly take our stand.  In 

classroom study, field, or track 
with you dear as our guide, no 
honor ever shall you lack. I’ll 

win your pride.  

Mission Statement 

The Board of Education, 
collective staff, and 

community of the Falconer 
School District are committed 
to preparing our children to 
be productive members of 

society. Through continuous 
evaluation and improvement, 
this partnership will provide 

a quality educational 
environment for students to 

meet the graduation 
requirements.  

Reminder 

The Fosberg Technology 
Center is open late on 

Tuesdays for additional work 
time until 4:10 p.m.  The late 
bus is available if needed. 

Justin Gould, Miss Fisher; 
Educational Technology Specialist, 

and Mikaela Johnson 

Newsletter Produced by 

Clipart obtained through FCS’  
subscription to clipart.com 

After-Prom needs your help! 
Our meetings are held in the 8th grade project room at 6:30 on the 
following days: 
 February 3 
 March 2 
 April 6 
Please come and help us plan this great event. 
We are also looking for monetary donations or baskets to sell at the 
store. If you can do either please contact Rosie Digirolamo at 665-6624 
ext. 4239. 

What Do Teachers Do During Conference Days? 
During the January Superintendent’s Conference Day, teachers were 
very busy attending workshops.  Workshops were held on topics such 
as new Social Studies’ Framework and Department initiatives such as 
Science Standards, Michigan Model, formative assessments, 
curriculum work, and more.  Mrs. April Binkley and Miss Jennifer 
Fisher led five technology sessions on Google Applications for 
Education (Docs, Drive, Sheets, Forms, Calendar, Mail, etc.) and 
demonstrated other internet tools that teachers may not have been 
aware of.  Some of these tools included Quizizz, Voki, Padlet, 
Blendspace, Schoology, NewsEla, and more.  Ms. Mary Plumb led a  
session on Growth Mindset to view and discuss Mindsets in the 
Classroom (Ricci) and view and discuss an on-line course before 
splitting up to find, develop, and adapt resources to use with students. 

Stay tuned for other IXplore 
events happening throughout 
the MSHS building during 
9th periods. These events are 
designed for students to have 
a chance to explore a variety 
of subject areas, including 
other cultures, coding, 
learning robotics, and many 

other areas that can spark our students imaginations. One club, the MS 
Coding Club meets weekly on Tuesdays in the FTC during 9th period. 
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